
September 13 to the 16th was the Tail of the Dragon 
drive.  We had four British cars, a truck and a Prius.  
Lynn and I drove in our 1958 MGA, Frank Neill and his son 
Cary drove Franks 1967 Austin Healey 3000 MK II, Tyler 

Neill drove his Austin Healey Sprite and Tom Meservey drove his “new” 1965 MG 
Midget.  Alex Toline, who was continuing on to Chicago, drove his truck and Nancy 
Pellatt drove her Prius.  We couldn’t have had better weather.  The highlight of 
the trip wasn’t the Tail of the Dragon. It was the Lowcountry Boil, the breaking 
down of our British cars, the comradery and 
the fantastic scenery.   

We started out meeting up in West Ashley. 
Tyler met up with us at Emberglow, evening 
accommodations.  We had a suitcase on the 
trunk and pulled our one-wheeled motorcycle 
trailer, needing more packing space.  We 
started our trip avoiding all highways.  A little 
over five hours into the drive, I got a call on 
the walkie talkie from Frank to let me know 
that his engine died.  I turned around to help 
check out the problem.  It wasn’t an obvious 
fix so we pushed the car into a driveway.  Af-
ter a little diagnosis, I determined that it was 
a failed distributor rotor.  Tom had a spare 
for his Midget and it fit!  The 
car started right up and we were 
off again. 

Alex Toline got to Emberglow a 
day earlier than the rest of us.  
So by the time we got there he 
had prepared a complete Low-
country Boil for us.  What a 
treat! 
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Franks other son, Tyler, and his wife Summer, 
showed up during dinner. They drove in from At-
lanta.  Tyler drove his AH Sprite, a work in pro-
gress from the outside in.   

The next morning we had breakfast at our cabin a 
couple miles from Emberglow.  After pulling my A 
out of the garage, someone noticed that I had no 
brake lights.  We checked the switch, that was 
working fine. I then crawled under the back of the 
car to check the trailer wiring.  I couldn’t find any 
problems there either.  I then went under the 
hood again and fiddled with a clump of connectors. 
That fixed it, a bad connection. 

Next it was a lot of this: 

And a ton of views like this: 
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The air was relatively cool but we were pushing the little British engines running 
up and down the mountains.  Tom’s little Midget was running warm so we pulled 
over.  Before leaving in the morning, Tom checked his radiator and topped it off.  
When he popped the bonnet,  he noticed he had forgotten to replace the radiator 
cap so he was loosing coolant.  
So the best minds were put to 
work to come up with a new 
cap. 

And here is what we came up with.  An aluminum 
can sliced and bent then covered with silicone.  
I’ve got to say that it 
lasted the rest of 
the trip. 

 

Back on the road with more of this: 

Did I mention that 
the battery in Tylers 
Sprite was pretty 
dead? Enough so to 
get it started, it had 
to be pushed and jump started.  We decided to 
stop at the next auto parts store and get a radia-
tor cap for Tom and a new battery for Tyler.  Af-
ter that it was so strange not having to push start 
his car. Tom’s make-shift radiator cap was doing so 

well he decided to let it be.   

We made it to the Tail of the Dragon. Click on the 
picture below to watch a video. 
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https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/videos/TotD.mp4


That night we stayed at an inn in Town-
send, TN.  The next morning we packed 
up to head back to Emberglow.  On no, 
Tyler’s engine cranked over fine but 
wouldn’t start.  After finding that there 
was no spark, we looked at the points.  
When checking the point gap, we noticed 
that the points were sticking open.  Tom 
came through again with a spare set of 
points for his Midget which fit the 
Sprite.  Put the points in, set the gap 
and we were off again.  I see an elec-
tronic ignition in the Sprites future. 

We took route 32 just because there were so many switchbacks. 

Unfortunately there was road repair and we 
were stopped for about a half an hour. Tylers 
Sprite was idling fast so we decided to check 
it out. There was a cap on something (anti 
smog) in the engine that came off.  An alumi-
num can and duct tape fixed that. 
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Tyler and Tom making 
friends at a gas station 



For our last night, we had dinner at the Lake House on Lake Lure.  Bob Simons 
caught up to us at the restaurant.  Bob did the Tail of the Dragon in his MGTD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On our last evening and for the drive home, it looked like rain so the tops went up 
for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drive home was wet but uneventful, except for Tyler.  His generator died so 
he got a lift the rest of the way home. 
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There is a reason all military induction processes are 
similar.  There is no better way to form a disparate 
group of diverse individuals into a cohesive unit than 
to give them a common goal and add some ‘challenges’ 
to overcome.  Prior obligations prevented me from 

starting with the Club rally to the Dragon, but when I finally caught up with the 
crew Wednesday evening I recognized the signs.  It was a joy to witness. 

While I had checked off some personal goals, found some seasonal apples not gen-
erally available in stores, and generally had a good time, the rest of the crew, 
some of whom had never met before, had formed a team.  They will tell their ta-
les of adversity overcome and goals met elsewhere in this publication.  I trust you 
will find them inspiring.  What I want to point out is that this is why we have a 
club.  Whether your goal for your car is to go on adventure rides, weekend jaunts, 
or present at a show or concourse, there are others in the club interested in do-
ing it with you, and helping you enjoy your car.  The company isn’t bad either. 

This month is going to be a bit busy, between the Myrtle Beach show, Cars on 
Kiawah, and the 36th annual British Car Day, but after that…  Photographic analy-
sis indicates I need a stiffer front torsion bar, and I seem to be missing the four 
legged navigator, so I think I’ll have to try again.  If this might be up your alley, 
well several of us now know the way.  If something else peaks your interest – 
bring it up! I guarantee you will find a willing accomplice in the club, and, as al-
ways, if you see a British car – recruit! 
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VP’s Corner    
      By Bob Simons 



Why Get Involved in BCD? 
By Millie Horton 

 
If you have never registered your LBC for one of the British Car Day shows or 
have never attended the show, here are some things you need to consider about 
the advantages and delight: 
 
One: Don’t you enjoy your British car? Isn’t that why you brought it home to your 
garage? So, look at BCD as another opportunity to drive it and share its joys with 
other member enthusiasts as well as with the public who just might be consider-
ing purchasing one and you are the pivotal person who helps cement that decision. 
 
Two: In our fast-paced world, isn’t it marvelous to have the whole day to visit 
with your car friends in a relaxed setting? You drag up a chair and ask what’s new 
in their world or you broach a mechanical problem you have been experiencing and 
get some fresh perspectives on the issue and possible fixes. 
 
Three: You are promoting our hobby. Granted, one that is changing a bit, but then 
name me one thing in these pandemic years that is NOT changing. Our hobby is 
one of the few that allowed all of us during COVID restrictions to get our cars on 
the road, venture to new places, have a meeting or just enjoy each other’s compa-
ny while snacking on our separate lunches. I know I won’t forget several visits to 
Mepkin Abbey, visiting with fellow members, while sitting beside the Cooper Riv-
er. And the impromptu drive up to Hopsewee Plantation with at least 5 cars, pick-
ing up another member while the group was meeting up in Dick’s parking lot on 
Bowman Road! 
 
Four: The British Car Club of Charleston has frequently been told by other car 
clubs that we are a great club. We have been blessed with dedicated, knowledge-
able leaders and willing volunteers who have “flown the flag” at numerous other 
shows to support “sister” clubs and their fine members. October 23 will be yet 
another opportunity to visit with registrants who represent other clubs as well as 
folks who decide to come check out our show on the day, admiring the cars and 
quizzing the owners.  
 
So, head to our website and register if you haven’t already. There will be food 
trucks, a silent auction, music, and awards in the beautiful setting of Palmetto Is-
lands County Park. Folks who have worked hard to hold this show will appreciate 
your participation and enjoy your company. 
 
Hope to see you on October 23; we have a beautiful venue in which to enjoy the 
day! You can rack up some “smile miles” in transit.  
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British Car Day update and more 
By Dave Rosato 

 
BCD is only a few weeks away.  We have 72 cars registered. It seems low for be-
ing so close but it is tracking the count for 2019 at this time.  Register now as 
the price will go up soon. 
 
Volunteers are what makes BCD work smoothly and makes BCD a class event.  The 
following page is a list of the current volunteers.  If you are on the list and aren’t 
able to perform that function, please let me know.  If you are not on the list, the 
red lines are where we need help.  Let me know where you can help. 
 
Bob Simons and Natalie Bluestein are handling getting items for the goodie bags 
and items for the silent auction.  If you can help with either, please contact Bob 
or Natalie. 
 
Spread the word about BCD.  You don’t have to be local to attend.  We have a 
woman from Ft Lauderdale who is driving her MGB to Charleston to attend.   
 
And the more:  MGA drum brakes 
 
On the way home from the Tail of the Dragon drive we took rt 176. On part of it, 
rt26 west traffic was being diverted to rt176.  So our lane was clear, until a 
truck let a big SUV through the traffic to go our direction. The problem was the 
driver never looked westward to see if anyone was coming.  I had to slam on the 
brakes in the little MGA, locking all the tires.  The car stopped straight-on and 
under full control.  The SUV tried to hug the truck giving me a little room when 
they heard the screeching tires.  When we stopped, you could smell the burning 
rubber.  Lynn and I just looked at each other in shock.  Fortunately before the 
drive I adjusted the brakes and replaced a frozen left-rear cylinder.  The moral 
is, if these old non-power drum brakes are working properly, they will be there 
when you need them. 
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British Car Day update 
Volunteer positions for British Car Day 

Red is where we need volunteers 

       #people needed 

Put out signs to venue (Friday)    1 Millie    

Help load the trailer at the BCCC storage unit  3  Dave 

Field setup Friday (12-3pm)    6  

Gerry Odenbach, Peter Steele, Frank Neill, Andy Beall, Dave Rosato 

Welcome reception coordination   4 

Bette Cooper, Gary Brown 

Give out registration envelopes after reception 2 

Phil Odom, Rosemary Odom, Lowell Wakker 

Check-in at the reception    2 Lynn 

Regalia Sales      Lynn      

Field setup Saturday (7am-9am)   3+  

Gerry Odenbach, Ken Smith, Wray Lemke, Frank Neill 

Help direct cars (9-11am)    4 

Gerry Odenbach, Ken Smith, Peter Steele, Frank Neill 

Registration      2 Tom Moschel, Kevin Campo 

Trophy/ribbon display set-up    1 Millie 

Silent auction        

Monitor during the day    2 

Take payments at end of day   3  

Take pictures during the day    1  

Take pictures of cars as they enter   2 Lynn    

50/50 ticket sales.      2 Richard Rothman 

Sound system setup system    1 Will Rae 

Tally votes      1  Dave 

MC, announce awards     1 Bill King 

Bring water bottles in coolers with ice   1 

Field teardown at 3pm     10 

Peter Steele, Frank Neill, Steve Killius, Lowell Wakker, Dave Rosato 

Unload the trailer at the storage unit   3 Dave 

Write and send out thank you letters   1 Elena Rodrigues (Will Rae) 
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A NIGHT AT THE JOE? 
By Millie Horton 

 
A departure from the typical baseball night, The Joe hosts Verdi’s opera “La Tra-
viata” (The Fallen Woman) produced by our BCCC member Dimitri Pittas and wife 
Leah Edwards, founders of HALO (Holy City Arts and Lyric Opera). Check out the 
attached June 20, 2021 Post and Courier article written by Maura Hogan. And 
website: www.HOLYCITYARTS.ORG 
 
We are proposing a night at the opera, Oct. 28, for BCCC members. We get a dis-
count if we buy at least 10 tickets. The usual refreshments will be available from 
the concessions.  
 
“La Traviata” is a tragic tale about Parisian courtesan, Violetta, who attempts to 
leave behind the life she knows, in an attempt to finally find true love. No wor-
ries; there will be subtitles.  
 
Charleston is a city which pro-
motes the arts, so here is an op-
portunity to do just that as well 
as support one of our own BCCC 
members.  
 
Please email Millie if you would 
like to go.  We will send out an 
email blast with details of how to 
purchase tickets. 
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 BCCC September 2021 Meeting  
By Irene Breland 

The BCCC September meeting was held at James Island County Park on Septem-
ber 11th. It was a great turnout with 25 members, new and old, who brought out a 
nice array of LBCs! The club provided coffee and doughnuts which seemed to be a 
hit on a beautiful outdoor morning.  

The Mt Pleasant group was running a little late, so we missed the first part of 
Dave’s announcements!  

Dave discussed the pros and cons of repairing the donated rubber bumper MGB. 
He had thought it would be a good club project to benefit Hallie Hill. It was de-
cided that it was too far gone to cost effectively get it back on the road. He also 
mentioned the club had another MGB that was originally donated to Garrett High 
School’s auto body class but was returned after the school closed. It has had 
body work done but still needs additional repairs.  

Next, he announced that BCD had 56 registrations as of the 1st of September 
from 184 members. All were trying to figure out how to get more members in-
volved.  

Further updates on BCD covered the two food trucks, silent auction needs and 
contact persons (Dave, Bob, or Natalie) for donated items. Volunteers are step-
ping up with more, always welcome. The sign-up sheet was passed around again to 
add a few more names to the list.  

Someone chimed in about the BCCC info cards that were available to hand out to 
folks we run into with British cars. Think Bob mentioned how effective they are in 
getting new members.  

Next Bette Cooper discussed the BCD Friday night reception at Mt Pleasant’s 
Waterfront Park. The Sweetgrass Pavilion will be opened up with a cash bar out-
side and light hors d’ oeuvres inside. There is a need for a few more reception vol-
unteers.  

Bob discussed the items he has so far for the goody bags but is having trouble 
getting stuff.  

Lowell Wakker mentioned a good welder if anyone has the need.  Shane Craven 
was a shop foreman at Field's Iron and Steel. He is a skilled TIG welder with 
much experience. He can do jobs including repairs, fabrication, etc. Contact him at 
(843) 437-6999 or at Cravenweldingservices@yahoo.com.   His shop is located in 
Moncks Corner at 101 Tall Spruce Drive. 

Dave then updated us on his 190SL project, the history behind the first one he 
restored and how he ended up restoring his MGA! You had to be there………BCCC 
meetings should not be missed!  

BCD voting was discussed. A few years back Dave designed a voting app for the 
BCCC. No paper ballets to tally just use your cell phone and vote to pick your fa-
vorite cars. Let the computer do the work and give us the winners. Options for 
those with flip phones was discussed as was day of show registration rules. Distri-
bution of awards was then discussed with Ribbons for 1st and 2nd and Trophy for 
Best of Show.  
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 BCCC September 2021 Meeting  
By Irene Breland 

Peter Wild mentioned that Garage 75 on Folly Road was having a car show the 
next Sunday.  

Millie, our event chair, asked for suggestions for club events. She talked about 
some of the past drives and get togethers done during the last year. Fall car 
shows were mentioned with Dave giving us the list. A busy few months of hopeful-
ly good weather and several nice car shows including our own BCD.  

Tech sessions were discussed with some additional ones happening in November 
and December.  

New member introductions followed. The first to volunteer his story was the own-
er of a red Bugeye. His story of how he came to own it is pretty amazing. His 
goodbye was operatic. The other new members qualified their intro with don’t ex-
pect me to follow that! Thanks to all for introducing themselves and their cars.  

Cars on Kiawah is October 16th. Thanks to all who registered their cars and to all 
who have volunteered. Our primary beneficiary is The Barrier Islands Free Medi-
cal Clinic. Show opens at 10:00 am Saturday morning. Parking is $20 cash only and 
includes entrance to the event. Beautiful Ocean Park will be filled with automotive 
history, special displays including BCCC’s own Mike Grosso as our Featured Collec-
tor and lots of food and drink. Hope to see you then!  
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Registration Is Closed 



FOUNDED 1983 

MEETINGS HELD THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 

(Unless otherwise specified) 

 

OFFICERS 

Dave Rosato  President (508) 864-3393 Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

Bob Simons  Vice President (202)316-8111 bobdad@gmail.com   

Peter Steele Treasurer (404) 447-3251  pwsteele911@gmail.com 

Irene Breland Secretary  irenebreland@comcast.net   
Frank Neill Membership Coordinator  fneill1949@gmail.com 

Lynn Rosato Regalia  sales (843) 884-5066 lrosato525@comcast.net 

Dave Rosato Editor  (508) 864-3393 Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

Millie Horton Events Coordinator  millie.horton2@gmail.com  

 

TECHNICAL ADVISOR 

                  Darryl Beech               Mr. Wizard                  (843) 552-6555                  Britishmechanic@bellsouth.net 
 

WEBMASTER  

 Dave Rosato Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com WWW.BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

 
PAST PRESIDENTS 

  Mike Carnell        1984          Dick Deibel           1988    Bobby Grooms     2003 Wray Lemke  2016-2019 

  Oscar Smalls       1985         Alan Van doren      1989    Richie Hartley     2004-2006  Dave Rosato  2020- 

  Don Brown           1986         Mike Grosso          1990-1995          Diane Lambert     2007-2008 

  Tom McMurray    1987         Jack Lambert        996-2002          Richie Hartley      2009-2015 

 

IT’S EASY TO JOIN… 

Just fill in and sign the application  and send along with $35.00 for new member, $30 for renewal, to: 

Frank Neill (BCCC) 

2997 Sweetleaf Ln 

Johns Island, 29455 

We look forward to seeing you at all of our meetings and events!  (Please print clearly) 

 

NAME:_________________________Street:_________________________CITY:______________________ 

 

STATE:__________ZIP:_______TELEPHONE:__________E-MAIL:________________FAX:_______________ 

  

 Car(s): Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color: 

  

 CAR(S) Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color: 

 

Membership name badge: $13.00 each 

Name on second badge: _____________________________________ 

 

As a member of the British Car Club of Charleston (BCCC), I  agree to hold BCCC, its board of Directors, Officers, and 
organizers of events free From all liability for any  accident or injury which may occur in connection with club events.  

 

SIGNATURE:_________________________PRINTED NAME:_____________________DATE:______________ 

 

 ___NEW MEMBER  ___RENEWAL  ___I give my permission to list my phone and E-mail  in the membership directory to be accessible 
to members only.  

                                                           

Birthday please: Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______ 

 

Spouse B’day  : Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______ 

mailto:bobdad@gmail.com
mailto:pwsteele911@gmail.com
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Check out the  

For Sale/Wanted page 
on the BCCC website 

Just click on this link on the website 

Aston Martin DB7 

Asking $26,000 

1974 Triumph TR6  

Asking $15,000 

1989 Land Rover Defender 90 

Asking $18,000 

https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/ForSaleWanted.html


The Windscreen                                                       Page 17 



The Windscreen          Page 18 

BCCC Regalia Directly from Lands End 
       

You can now order regalia with the BCCC logo on it        
directly from Lands End!  Here is the link to our store: 

 

 https://business.landsend.com/store/bccc/  
 

They offer a huge variety of items 
including men's and women's cloth-
ing, hats and promotions products 

like cups, bags and coolers. 

BCCC Regalia 

You are now able to order 
BCCC regalia right from the 

BCCC website. 

We have: 

Beautiful enamel on 14k 
gold plated copper BCCC Lapel Pins 
for $3.00 each. Circular pin measures 
3/4” in diameter with military clutch. 
Caps with the logo, as well as Visors 
and one-size fits all driving caps with 
the logo on the back. 
BCCC logo front license plates are 
available, as well as Key fobs. 
You can contact Frank for name badg-
es. For the other regalia contact Lynn 
Rosato at:412-849-5081 or 
lrosato525@comcast.net 
  Only $30 for a  BCCC Grille Badge 

Happy 
Birthday 

For 
October 

AND MANY MOOOOORE... 

Dolores Reynolds 7 

Phil Odom 10 

Joe Boykin 13 

Barbara Spence 13 

Liz Fly 16 

Dennis Wunsch 18 

Linda Fritz 18 

Tony Girlardo 19 

Andy Hollis 20 

Jim Thompson 21 

William King 23 

Bobbi Zollinger 23 

Tina Lacey 27 

Darryl Beech 29 

Steven Dean 29 

Irene Breland 30 

https://business.landsend.com/store/bccc/
mailto:fneill1949@gmail.com
mailto:lrosato525@comcast.net
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October 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

BritFest 

Monthly 
Meeting 

Cars on Kiawah 

British Car Day 

The gang, except for 
Lynn who is taking the 
picture, at the end of 
the Tail of the Drag-

on 


