
What a different times.  Sadly we had one member of 
the club succumb to the virus, Glenn Surrette.  If you 
recall I had my uncles 1974 P1800es Volvo up here, he 
was in AZ, where I was getting it ready to sell for 

him.  He was in a nursing home which, like so many, got hit with the virus. He passed 
from the virus about the same time as Glenn.   

On a lighter note, mostly staying home gave me time to work on the ô58 Mercedes.  
When I bought the car, the original tube Becker Europa radio was in a box.  After 
ten years I decided to take it out and see if it worked.  With a few adjustments 
and some cleaning and polishing, it worked great. It has two parts, the AM/FM tun-
er that goes in the dash, and the power amp that gets bolted under the dash.  The 
original speaker was in the box as well.  Having tubes, it takes a half minute or so 
to come on.  These are things I love about these old cars. I got tired of cutting, 
welding and grinding the body, so I decided to take the engine apart. The compres-
sion check showed it needed a rebuild.  Measurements of the crankshaft showed 
that it had never been machined, nice!  The cylinders had. Stock bore is 85mm and 
they measured to be just under 86mm, two over. But the walls were perfect so 
hopefully only a hone and new rings.  If you want to check out the status, go here.  
http://www.harleythermal.com/190Restoration13.html And speaking of restorations, check 
our website for updates on Tony Girlardoõs TR250. 

Lynn and I did take a couple drives in the MGA.  Getting gas, I wore disposable 
gloves.  We went to a couple local parks that were open.  There were very few oth-
ers there so it was easy to keep social distances.  Iõve put information on three 
parks south of Charleston on our website.  If you know of any other interesting lo-
cal destinations that are open, let me know and Iõll add them to the website. 

Bob Simons and I met at the American Theater on King Street.  Weõve decided to 
use that as the backdrop for the British Car Day poster and Tee shirts.  Earlier we 
had our planning meeting using Zoom.  I opened it to everyone in the club.  Kevin 
Campo suggested using the theater.  We all immediately thought that was a great 
idea.  Itõs wonderful getting fresh input.  I really encourage everyone in the club to 
get involved.  We have 138 members and typically hear from a few dozen.  It is a 
tough time to get active in the club, but if you have any suggestions on how we can 
have an event and keep within the social distancing requirements, please let me 
know or attend the planning meeting and make the suggestion. 

Welcome to the club, Roger Schwall and Kevin Mizell. 

Be safe 

Prez Sez 
By Dave Rosato 
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Well,  

If you had asked me a month ago what Zoom was, I 
would have replied òwhat I do with the top down & the 
navigator beside meó.  Now I am all too familiar with 

the on-line meeting tool.  Our club and many other organizations have brought a 
whole new meaning to ôzoomingõ!  Hopefully massive use of the program has over-
loaded Chinaõs ability to monitor the meetings, or at least wasted lots of their 
timeé 

Despite all the rationale for limiting travel, if you do need to run out, the weath-
er has been gorgeous, and thatõs not the only reason to exercise your British Iron 
(while conducting necessary business).  On a recent Saturday morning I needed to 
run some paperwork to several individuals in West Ashley, and figured, why not 
take the car (and navigator)?  At both my stops, the red convertible with the 
blond passenger was an obviously pleasant surprise for the household occupants; 
as I suspected (and intended), a welcome change from the routine of house ar-
rest.  What I had not expected or anticipated, however, was the positive reaction 
I got just driving through neighborhoods on the way.  I saw lots of families work-
ing in the yard, walking their dogs, or bicycling around, and I could tell it was get-
ting old.  Our presence was a new and welcome change in the routine and we were 
consistently greeted with smiles, waves and questions (can I pet your dog?).  It 
took a bit longer to make the trip than I intended, but even with the occasional 
ear-scratching, social-distancing was easy to maintain, and the whole trip became 
far more rewarding than I anticipated. 

Bottom line ð if you need to go out, consider taking your LBC or PMC.  It will be 
noticed and appreciated, and itõs an easy way to be sociable while social distanc-
ingé 

 See you on the road!   

VPõs Corner    
      By Bob Simons 

https://pmgr.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=903181&module_id=345012
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Book your room soon, they are almost filled.  Lynn and 
Dave Rosato are booked.  Lets plan a caravan! 

Click on the picture for details. 

https://pmgr.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=903181&module_id=345012
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Tech Session with Social Distancing 
Solving a Battery Drain Problem 

By Dave Rosato 

 

At the last face-to-face planning meeting we had, I overheard Irene Breland 
talking about a problem she was having with her Morgan.  If she didnõt drive the 
car for a few days, the battery wouldnõt have enough juice to start the car.  I of-
fered to come over and take a look at the car.  Later, in email discussions with 
Mert Fox, he mentioned that his car is always on a trickle charger for the same 
reason.  In keeping with the òsocial distanceó guidelines, I offered to look at both 
cars. 
 

Ireneõs Morgan is a 1966 Plus 4 and Mertõs car is a 1993 XJS Jaguar.  Electrical-
ly, these two cars are at the opposite ends of the spectrum.  The Morgan has two 
fuses, one that goes through the ignition and the second is always powered.  I 
downloaded the electrical diagram for the XJS.  It was a 5.6Mb, 69 page pdf 
file.  The XJS has 69 fuses in five fuse boxes.  It also has 44 relays.   
 

Even though they are very different cars, I attacked the problem the same way.  
The first thing I did was remove the positive lead to the battery.  Using a multi-
meter, I set it up to read current.  Most multimeters have the capability to read 
up to 10 Amps.  There are fuses built-in to the meter which will blow if you try to 
pass more than 10 Amps through the meter.  One lead of the meter I connected 
to the positive post on the battery and the other went to the positive lead I had 
just disconnected.  So now any current coming out of the battery is going through 
the meter.  Ideally, with the doors closed and ignition off, there should be no 
current, the meter should read 0.0.  For older cars, like the Morgan, this should 
be true.  For later cars, like the XJS, this is not true.  Even with the car locked 
up, the battery is supplying power to computers, security systems and maybe a 
clock.  In doing a web search, the XJS can draw 40 milliamps (ma) (0.04 Amps) 
when all is closed up.  Just the security system alone can draw 28ma.   
 

When I connected the meter up to the Morgan, with the key off, 0.016 Amps 
were being drawn.  Irene mentioned that the volt meter in the dash was always 
reading a value, even with the key off.  So I crawled under the dash and pulled 
the plug to the meter.  The current went down to 0.009 Amps.  Pretty close to 
zero but not quite there.  Next, we looked at the wires going to the fuse that 
didnõt go through the ignition switch.  The radio power did go to the fuse that 
goes through the ignition switch.  But there was an electronic antenna for the ra-
dio that required power and went to the fuse that was powered on all the time.  I 
disconnected this wire from the fuse block and the current went to zero.  So, in 
this case, the fix was to simply move the power wires to the electronic antenna 
and the volt meter to the fuse that goes through the ignition switch.  In actuali-
ty, the radio reception was nearly nonexistent, so we decided to remove the elec-
tronic antenna.  The antenna wire was about ten feet long so it cleaned up the 
wiring under the dash.  I tried the antenna on a radio when I got home and it was 
not working. 
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Tech Session with Social Distancing 
Solving a Battery Drain Problem (continued) 

 

When I connected the meter to the XJS, the current was over an Amp.  But the 
drivers door was open and all the interior lights were on.  So I removed the inte-
rior lighting fuse and the current went to 0.075 Amps.  I then started pulling 
fuses.  I started with the fuse next to the interior lights.  The current dropped 
significantly.  This fuse went to the right-side AC fan.  To drop the current as 
low as possible, every other fuse in the car was pulled one at a time to see the 
effect in the current.  There were some that dropped the current by small 
amounts.  It was also noticed that if I manually pressed the drivers door switch, 
the current went down.  This indicated that the door switch controlled things 
other than the interior lights.  I did hear a click coming from the driversõ seat 
when the door switch was pressed.   
 

The only fuse that was left out of the car was that for the right-side AC fan.  
With the doors and trunk lid closed, the car was drawing 11ma, 0.011 Amps.  This 
is below what seemed to be normal for the car, the alarm system had been re-
moved earlier.  The battery voltage was monitored for the next few days and 
showed no signs of dropping.  In doing a web search on the XJS right side fan 
controller, there is a transistor on the controller board that appears to fail.  The 
$8 transistor was ordered and should arrive the day the Windscreen goes out.  
So you will have to wait until next month to find the outcome.  Yah, I know, the 
suspense is killing you! 

British Car Day update 

By Dave Rosato 

The Spirit of Charleston is available for the BCD reception on 
Friday evening October 23rd.  I replied to them to hold the 
date, ask for pricing and see if we can board a little earlier so 
we can see the sunset but didnõt get a reply.  It is a tough time to schedule 
events like this as they are probably closed due to the virus.  

Bob and I went downtown and took pictures of the Amer-
ican Theater for the poster.  We have chosen Natalieõs E
-Type, Ireneõs Morgan, Susanneõs MGBGT and Dennisõ 
Stag for the poster.  Weõre tying to decide on their 
placement.  Pamela Blayney will be doing the painting.  My 
A is in the picture for scaling. It was very photogenic as 
more than a half dozen people stopped and took pictures 
of the car in front of the theater. 
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The following is from the Houston MG Car Club newsletter, THE ROARS 
MGBGT PPE 

By Angus Jamieson, Inverness, Scotland 
 

If you have to buy a British Car 
The Rolls Royce is the nicest 

But the old MG is the best by far 
For such a time of crisis. 

We could buy a flashy vehicle 
So that others would admire us 
But the MG is a miracle 
That deters Corona Virus. 

  
A mask might be protective 

Or some other PPE 
But thereõs nothing as effective 

As an MGBGT. 
Itõs the perfect safe environment 

A compact sterile bubble 
That keeps those in retirement 
From every kind of trouble. 

  
I asked the guy at AVIS 
Why he rented MGBs 

And the reason that he gave us 
Was very plain to see, 

òThe reason people hire us 
Is thereõs very little room 
And the poor Corona Virus 

Canõt survive the petrol fumes.ó 
  

When it comes to social distancing 
No matter where you are 

With the guidelines thereõs consistency 
By staying in your car. 

You can tell police inquisitors 
That your wife and you complied 
For thereõs no room left for visitors 
By the time youõre both inside. 

  
If your state has driving limits 
And you canõt exceed your quota 

In an MGB in minutes 
You could drive to North Dakota. 
And if the cops seek vengeance 

(Youõre the type they keep their eyes on) 
By the time they start their engines 

Youõll be over the horizon. 
  

So you took a good decision 
When you bought a small MG 

Though youõre subject to derision 
From the ones that cannot see 

That as they sit there in their Cadillac 
All elegant and posh 

That crowd of passengers in the back 
Are among the great unwashed. 
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BCCC Zoom Meeting Minutes 
By Irene Breland 

 

April 11, 2020 saw BCCC members zooming to the monthly meeting sans LBCs. 
Seventeen members (Natalie and Scott shared the screen) were present for a 
lively attempt at communicating from a space that more than met social distanc-
ing guidelines. The attached picture shows the brave attendees! 

Dave opened the meeting with discussion on drives 
and shared a recent one he and Lynn took in the MGA 
to Ace Basin. He met an alligator as big as the MGA! 
The conversation continued with talk of Tech Ses-
sions and events scheduled for the year as listed on 
web site.  

Millie asked if anyone was driving their car. Natalie 
said she has turned the E Type into her grocery get-
ter. She said the only problem was there was not enough room to put many gro-
ceries in an E Type! 

Dave followed with BCD discussions on reception with majority favoring a repeat 
of the harbor cruise. Dave will check with Spirit Lines to check costs and availa-
bility. 

Natalie will check on another food truck option. Water availability and cost at 
show was discussed with several options brought up by Dave and Kevin.  

Further discussion involved registration, classes and poster.  

Millie announced the Women on the Move being invited back to HHI this year and 
for any interested women owners to get in touch with her. 

All in all, the zoom meeting went well. It may be what we have to do for a few 
more months, so donõt be shy about trying it. You donõt even have to turn on your 
screen if you donõt feel like putting your makeup on! 


