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The end of what little winter we had is here, the days
vary between sublime and cold and clammy, but the best
of the driving season is upon us. Planning for British Car
By Wray Lemke
Day 2109 is well underway, Dave is putting together another epic show at Palmetto Islands and we might just
have a harbor cruise for the reception. Stay tuned for
further developments. Cars on Kiawah is coming up on May 4th. We have several club members who are closely involved with that show and are spending a lot of time helping to organize it. The BCCC has been given 12 slots and the staff at CoK have picked the cars
they would like to come. CoK will send out an email to those club members who are attending under the Club’s group so keep an eye out for that.
Many thanks to Harry Cramer, Wanda, Dee and Matthew for once again hosting the Club
at Harry’s annual Oyster Roast. It was a full house, a ton of members and guests were
there. Parking in the back was full of British Cars. It was a great evening as we all get to
see some folks only come to one event a year, Harry’s oyster roast. It takes a lot of work
to put it on and we really appreciate Harry and his family for making it such an enjoyable
evening.
The BCCC has again been invited to the Hilton Head Car Club Showcase in November.
This event has become so popular that the number of slots that they are giving each club
has shrunk over the years. We used to get around 12 slots but this time the Club is getting 5-10 slots, no more. Last time the club came to the show in 2017 the HHI managers
were not pleased when the BCCC showed up with more cars than available slots. This year
HHI has changed how BCCC cars are chosen for the show. In the past, we took firstcome first-served from the Club members who indicated their interest and sent the HHI
folks a list. This year, however, due to the problems caused by some Club members selfregistering and not being on the list we sent, the HHI has asked for a list of cars that
would like to come and HHI will pick the cars to fill the available slots. They noted that if
a Club member is not on their list they may be turned away at registration. So if you want
to go then please do submit your car for consideration. It is a grand show and very much
worth attending. The Club always has a good time and the HHI folks have treated us very
well over the years. Millie Horton has been chosen by the HHI group to be our representative, look for an email from her about entering the show.
Susanne and I went to Amelia Island a couple of weekends ago for their Concours. It is
one of those things that everyone should do. Natalie and Scott, Millie Horton and John
Scott were there from the Club. Also from the Club, Pat and Ken Kreuzer were there
showing with the Morgan group. It was a very impressive show and I’m glad we went. But,
I found it a bit too crowded and not as well organized as I had expected for such a prestigious event. We did see some remarkable cars and spoke to some wonderful people. You
really should go at least once and experience this show, it’s quite an event.
We may have a short tech session at the Coleman garage after this month’s meeting on
Saturday the 13th. Craig Ferrer needs to put a new fuel pump in his MGB so come on over
and lend a hand.
We’re still looking for speakers to come to our meetings, if you have someone that you
think would be interesting then let us know, we’ll contact them and see if they’ll join us
for breakfast. I hope to get Ramsey Potts from Sotheby’s to come up from Savannah and
talk to the Club.
Until next time,
Safety Fast!
Wray

Prez Sez
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Well,
March was a relatively quiet and busy month, with
more time in preparation than on the road. Sad to say
I didn’t get either LBC to the Oyster roast, the monthly meeting, Sea Islands
Cars & coffee, the St. Patty’s Day parade in Charleston or the 31st Annual Run To
The Sun Car Show in Myrtle Beach. I did, however, finally find a vendor for running board rubber. Mine has been a mix of proper and not (West Marine?), and a
lot of cracking. All the ‘standard sources’ only supplied the complete kits with the
aluminum retaining strips, at a price to match. Persistence in frugality finally
paid off, and thanks to Vintage Supplies LTD, Malvern WORCS, I now have flexible rubber in the proper profile to install before the next outing.
Speaking of which, normally we’d be heading up to Colombia on the sixth for the
BCC Midlands show in conjunction with Tartan Days, but there is just too much on
our schedule this year. If you have not been, I heartily encourage you to go. The
club always draws a good paddock; the Tartan Days (Scottish Games etc.) are
free with the show entry, and it’s an easy jaunt up to Cayce, just this side of Colombia.
There is slow progress on the Norton, re-doing some prep work and checklists before reviving the stalled project. So far all the bits are accounted for… The
rest of the month looks like prepping the TD for the Kiawah show and a road tour
to the wilds of North Carolina – I’m getting a little bit excited!

Some MGA stuff
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BCCC Minutes – March 3, 2019 Monthly Meeting
By Andy Hollis
It was a small group this meeting. Most folks were down in Amelia Island. I heard
there was some kind of car show down there or something.
Unfortunately we didn’t have John Day in attendance to discuss all things MG, but
hopefully we can have him join us sometime in the future. We’re all looking forward to seeing Peter Wild’s MGB at least.
BCD: This year marks the 35th anniversary of BCCC. The 35th is known as is the
“coral” or “jade” anniversary, so dress accordingly.
•
Pass on any ideas on swag for participants. Some suggestions we had are: pint
glasses, beer carriers (that you wear around your neck as featured at the
Scottish Games), and insulated bags.
•
Also pass along ideas for vendors.
•
We’ve secured the General Beauregard for this year’s BSD reception. The
cruise will be from 6:30 to 9:30. We may charge $10/head.
•
Need food truck suggestions
•
Need volunteers
•
We’ve secured a block of hotel rooms at the base of the Ravenel Bridge for
$160/night – a great deal!
•
We need an announcer!

On April 6th join the British Car Club of the Midlands for Tartan days. Participating in the show gets you into the Tartan games for free!
We’re still planning a “Tail of the Dragon” ride. It will probably be 4 nights + 5
days and be entirely back roads. Let us know if you’re interested – even if you can
only make it for some of the trip.
We’ve shifted the membership dates. The annual membership now runs from Oct
1st to Sept 31st to coincide with all the BCD.
By-Laws are on the website. Check them out.
9 folks showed up for the “Fly-in.” It was more like a “drive-in” cause the weather
was horrible for flying.
Next meeting we’ll have a stack of “window cards” that can be placed on British
cars you encounter in the wild.
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Shuck It To Me … Again … And Again
by Diane Lambert
It’s traditionally the first Saturday in March. It’s traditionally a much anticipated occasion. It’s traditionally a family affair. It’s traditionally the place to be
seen. It‘s traditionally the place to show off your Brit Beauty. It’s traditionally
… well you get the idea.
The tradition I’m talking about, of course, is the Cramer Oyster Roast graciously
hosted by Harry and Wanda Cramer for about the last 17 years. While trying to
be sure that I thanked everyone who works so hard to make this event such a
special occasion for us, Wanda shared with me that under Harry’s thoughtful
guidance, their daughter Dee along with her husband Rick and children are lovingly
referred to as the Cramer-Doniphan-Henn Oyster Roast Event Company. Very appropriate! Say, is there a James Beard Award for backyard oyster roasts? If so,
this event company definitely needs to be nominated!
On Saturday evening, March 2nd, Mother Nature smiled on us with a picture perfect evening as about 80 plus friends gathered to eat, drink and be merry – talking cars, trips, family, and overall good times past, present and future while meeting new members and becoming fast friends.
When it comes to this event, the phrase “bigger is better” is true. Because Harry
wants to ensure that we enjoy the best sourced oysters, steamed to perfection,
along with great fish stew, and provides a special gathering place for our Brit
Beauties, the gathering continues to grow each year. While Harry has taught his
grandson Josh to carry on the important task of steaming the oysters, Dee
watchfully grills the dogs perfectly for us non-oyster eaters. I even learned that
Dee is so particular that she wouldn’t purchase the hot dog rolls until the day of
the event to ensure that we enjoyed the freshest rolls possible. That attention
to detail along with the perfectly timed oysters and fish stew – well, it just
doesn’t get any better! The rest of us brought along sides and desserts to round
out the best event in town!
Another reason the event keeps getting both bigger and better is because many
members make a point to attend as they’ve heard it’s a great opportunity to meet
members who we don’t otherwise often see.
I will say that after all the years of Harry personally attending to perfectly
steaming oysters, it’s nice to see him now comfortably mingling with friends and
enjoying all the cars and car talk. As always, Wanda makes everyone feel at home
on the porch as she greets us all with a smile and a kind word.
Another year of the Cramer-Doniphan-Henn Oyster Roast Event Company spoiling
all of us for the evening has wrapped up, but we will be talking about on many occasions until the next one – March 2020?
On behalf of Jack and myself and all of the BCCC members, thank you all for your
hard work and thoughtfulness to ensure we all had a fabulous time!
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Sunday March 3rd East Cooper Pilots Association Fly-in
South Carolina Breakfast Club
17 cars belonging to BCCC members attended the Fly-In. This includes Paul Palmer's non-British but beautiful pickup truck. The fog was too bad for planes to
come in but this King Air took off for Richmond, VA fully loaded.
It was a great turn out of cars and people and a delicious b’fast including blueberry pancakes.
We also got a history lesson in the 1938 Orangeburg origin of the SC Breakfast
Club.

Peter Tork, with the band
The Monkeys, passed away
this past February 21st.
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Celebs and their British cars
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“ELECTRICAL THEORY”

BY JOSEPH LUCAS – The Demon of Darkness
Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of negative ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as “smoke”. Smoke is
the thing that makes electrical circuits work. We know this to be true because every
time one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be verified repeatedly through empirical testing.
For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious
quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if one observes smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will also be observed that the component no longer functions. The logic
is elementary and inescapable!
The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to another.
When the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system, nothing works
afterward.
Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely because they consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires.
It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point out
that this is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak. British engines leak oil,
British shock absorbers, hydraulic forks and disk brake systems leak fluid, British tires
leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense secrets.
Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the
logic is clear and inescapable.
In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form of
smoke provides a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components especially
British units manufactured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.
And remember: “A gentleman does not motor about after dark.”
Joseph Lucas “The Prince of Darkness” 1842-1903
A few Lucas quips:
• The Lucas motto: “Get home before dark.”
• Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit.
• Lucas – Inventor of the first intermittent wiper.
• Lucas – Inventor of the self-dimming headlamp.
• The three-position Lucas switch–DIM, FLICKER and OFF.
• The Original Anti-Theft Device – Lucas Electrics.
• If Lucas made guns, wars would not start
• Back in the ’70s, Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing vacuum
cleaners. It was the only product they offered which did not suck.
Q: Why do the British drink warm beer? A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators.”
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Amelia Island Concours
By Ken Kreuzer
The second weekend of March started the Concours season with a multi-day
event at the Ritz Carlton Hotel and The Golf Club of Amelia Island Florida. The
major auction companies held their sales Friday and Saturday and the main concours was on a beautiful Sunday.
On the Friday, a "Cars and Coffee" event was held on the golf course with hundreds of cars shown free to visitors. One of the features this year was Morgan,
with a display of new cars by the local dealer and prefered parking nearby for 10
of us from the Morgan Owners Group South. We met off site and arrived in a parade of UK's best. Our own Wray and Susanne Lemke visited the group on the
fairway.
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Amelia Island Concours

Wray with David Townsend of Garage Graphics

Wray eyeing a 1938 MGTA
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Upcoming Events
See the BCCC website for details
Check out autoclubcalendar.com for other local automotive events

Saturday April 6th, Carolina British Classics XIII Car Show, 9am to 4pm,
2001 Charleston Hwy, Cayce, SC
Saturday, April 13th, Monthly Meeting, 8-9:30am, Marina Variety Store Restaurant, 17 Lockwood Dr, Charleston
Saturday April 20th, Sea Islands Cars and Coffee , 9-11am, Freshfields Village, 165 Village Green Ln, Kiawah Island

A few more Amelia Island Concourse pictures
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One of my favorite car provenance stories from Amelia was related to the "Miss Alice"
By Susanne Lemke
Very interesting history. Imagine ... a woman back in those days, toodling around
in her big blue Locomobile! I'm sure she turned a few heads. And since the current owners live in Pickens, SC, I'm sure the car STILL turns heads!
Owned by Alice Bunn born 1867 (died 1953, age 85)

Alice never married and the car was purchased for her by her father: Jacob
Bunn (1814–1897) an important Illinois industrialist and financier. Jacob was a
close friend of Abraham Lincoln and was a pallbearer at Abraham Lincoln's funeral !
The body style in the picture below is similar to the Miss Alice but the one we
saw Sunday at the Amelia Island Concours had been restored to its original color
of bright blue with yellow wheel spokes. The present day owners have the original purchase invoice with Alice Bunn's name on it.
That's amazing

1918 Locomobile Model 38 seven passenger Touring car
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BCCC participation in the Mt Pleasant St Patrick's Day Parade
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Cars on Kiawah is a family
event, bring the children and
go to the Kids Display!

See a ICON A5 airplane

FOUNDED 1983
MEETINGS HELD THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

(Unless otherwise specified)
OFFICERS

Wray Lemke
Bob Simons
Peter Steele
Andy Hollis
Don Kelly
Millie Horton
Dave Rosato
Michael Rains

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership Coordinator
Regalia sales
Editor
Event Coordinator

(843) 884-8022
(202)316-8111
(843) 212-3274

Mr. Wizard

(843) 552-6555

(843)
(843)
(508)
(843)

284-8719
884-5066
864-3393
670-1542

wraylemke@compuserve.com
bobdad@gmail.com
pwsteele911@gmail.com
Andy@BritishCarClubCharleston.com
don@dkwc.net
mbhorton@bellsouth.net
Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com
michaelrains76@yahoo.com

TECHNICAL ADVISOR

Darryl Beech

Britishmechanic@bellsouth.net

WEBMASTER

Dave Rosato

Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com

WWW.BritishCarClubCharleston.com

PAST PRESIDENTS

Mike Carnell
Oscar Smalls
Don Brown
Tom McMurray

1984
1985
1986
1987

Dick Deibel
Alan Van doren
Mike Grosso
Jack Lambert

1988
1989
1990-1995
1996-2002

Bobby Grooms
Richie Hartley
Diane Lambert
Richie Hartley

2003
2004-2006
2007-2008
2009-2015

Wray Lemke 2016-

IT’S EASY TO JOIN…
Just fill in and sign the application and send along with $35.00 for new member, $30 for renewal, to:
British Car Club of Charleston
PO Box 22826
Charleston, SC 29403
We look forward to seeing you at all of our meetings and events! (Please print clearly)

NAME:_________________________Street:_________________________CITY:______________________
STATE:__________ZIP:_______TELEPHONE:__________E-MAIL:________________FAX:_______________
Car(s):

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

CAR(S)

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

Membership name badge: $13.00 each
Name on second badge: _____________________________________
As a member of the British Car Club of Charleston (BCCC), I agree to hold BCCC, its board of Directors, Officers, and organizers of events
free From all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in connection with club events.
SIGNATURE:_________________________PRINTED NAME:_____________________DATE:______________
___NEW MEMBER ___RENEWAL ___I give my permission to list my phone and E-mail in the membership directory to be accessible to members only.
Birthday please: Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______
Spouse B’day : Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______

The Windscreen

BCCC Regalia
You are now able to order
BCCC regalia right from the
BCCC website.
We have:
Beautiful enamel on 14k gold
plated copper BCCC Lapel Pins for $3.00 each.
Circular pin measures 3/4” in diameter with
military clutch.
Also available: shirts with the BCCC logo
available either in stock or you may order.
Caps with the logo, as well as Visors and onesize fits all driving caps with the logo on the
back
BCCC logo front license plates are available,
as well as Key fobs and name badges.
You may contact Millie Horton for name badges or special regalia requests
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Happy
Birthday
For

April
Karen Owens
Kay Taylor
John Holbrook
Olin McCurry
Bill Dutour
Craig White
Tom Horton
Marcy Hippey

2nd
5th
13th
16th
23rd
25th
26th
27th

843-367-7250 or
mbhorton@bellsouth.net
AND MANY MOOOOORE

Welcome New Members
Tracey and Scott Noonan
1970 MG Midget
We look forward to many
Happy miles together!

The club bylaws are available for
viewing on the BCCC website on
the Members Only page. So log in
on the website front page and
click on the image above. If you
don’t have a log in, click on the
Members Only page menu and fill
in the form. If you are having
problems logging in, contact Dave
Rosato.
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Check out the For
Sale/Wanted page on
the BCCC website
For Sale: TR3a hard top-contact Ryan
at 724-612-9711 or
cookdr2@zoominternet.net
1974.5 MGB project car (24k miles)
with 1975 parts car.
Tony Girlardo 843-971-0706 or
tonyjoe29466@comcast.net
1980 MGB asking $2,750

Just click on this link on the website

Wanted: '78 MGB parts
- Driver's Seat - preferably black
- Radiator
- Hood
- LE Lug Nuts (16)
Jack Lambert (843) 532-2873

1971 TR6 project car, asking $6,000

1967 Sunbeam

1977 MGB restored in 2015

1975 MGB

1998 Morgan Plus 8

Please let Dave Rosato know if your items have been sold.
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

British Car
Club of the
Midlands
for Tartan
days

6

13
Monthly
Meeting

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
Sea Island
Cars & Coffee

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

1

2

3

27

4
Cars on
Kiawah

1938 Bantam
Seen in the lobby of
the Marble Waters
Hotel in Jacksonville,
FL. Originally the
American Austin Car
Company, American
Bantam was reorganized in 1935.
This is one of 100
built. This car was
the inspiration for
Donald Duck's car
which was first seen
in Don Donald (1937).

