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Spring has definitely sprung and so has the pollen.
Sheesh, the stuff is everywhere and covers your car
in minutes. But, the weather has been pretty nice for
By Wray Lemke
driving. The weather was just right for Capt Harry
Cramer’s wonderful oyster roast. Harry and his family
really put on a grand evening and is one of the most well attended events of the
year. We always look forward to it and see people that we seldom see during the
course of the year. Harry’s fare included oysters, grilled hot dogs with all the fixings, and the legendary fish stew. The additional food and treats brought by the
club members for the tables really rounded out the cuisine, there was something
for everyone.
Harry’s back yard was a virtual British car show, lots of great cars lined up. It was
nice to see Rob New’s Lotus as well as new member Cookie DuPont’s lovely ’57 MGA.
We almost saw Natalie and Scott Bluestein’s new XK140 FHC, but on the maiden
voyage from Mt. Pleasant they made it to a couple of blocks from Harry’s before
falling prey to an inaccurate gas gauge. Harry and Robert Morey took a can of gas
down the street and got the Jag up and running. John Bigler was there with his
Morgan, which looks much nicer with the body on it. I know he enjoys it more that
way than driving around the bare chassis as he was doing.
So, a big tip of the hat to Harry, Wanda and their family for such a nice evening.
It’s a lot of work and the club really appreciates it.
Quite a number of folks commented on the last history drive, they really enjoyed
Tom’s fascinating talk and the drive up the back country. We were talking about
the drive at a recent event to some friends and one of them, Jay, mentioned he
had a Triumph motorcycle. British motorcycles are always welcomed on our drives
and Jay plans on joining us at some of our upcoming events. We’re always planning
on the next drive so stay tuned.
Planning for this year’s British Car Day is starting to come together. This year
we’re moving the venue. Although we’ve been at the Waterfront Park for many
years a number of us thought a change in scenery would be a good thing so it’s
pretty much been decided that we’ll have the show at
the Palmetto Islands County Park off of Longpoint
Road in Mt. Pleasant. It’s a beautiful place, the show
field is nice and the amenities are very nice. Thanks
to show organizer Dave Rosato for doing the legwork
to give us a number of possible choices. We are all
excited about this location and look forward to being
there. Do plan to sign up and help with the show.
Until next time,

Prez Sez

Safety Fast!
Wray
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The Annual Cramer Oyster Roast

Our gracious hosts, Harry and Wanda Cramer
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IT’S EASY TO JOIN…
Just fill in and sign the application and send along with $35.00 annual dues, to:
British Car Club of Charleston
PO Box 22826
Charleston, SC 29403
We look forward to seeing you at all of our meetings and events! (Please print clearly)

NAME:_________________________Street:_________________________CITY:______________________
STATE:__________ZIP:_______TELEPHONE:__________E-MAIL:________________FAX:_______________
Car(s):

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

CAR(S)

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

As a member of the British Car Club of Charleston (BCCC), I agree to hold BCCC, its board of Directors, Officers, and organizers of events
free From all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in connection with club events.
SIGNATURE:_________________________PRINTED NAME:_____________________DATE:______________
___NEW MEMBER ___RENEWAL ___I give my permission to list my phone and E-mail in the membership directory to be accessible to members only.
Birthday please: Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______
Spouse B’day : Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______
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March came in like a lion! We kicked off last
month with the oyster roast and the Mt Pleasant
Fly-in breakfast. While the roast was exceptionally
well attended, the breakfast the next morning was light, but I can’t blame anyone
for sleeping in after the feast! The drive over was blustery, but clear cool and
sunny – perfect British car weather. Incoming planes were easy to spot on approach as you neared the field, and they had parking for us on the field right in
front of Hanger 1, which housed the breakfast. The Aviators laid out a simple but
hearty sausage, eggs, biscuits & gravy for their guests, which included us, a troop
of Civil Air Patrol Cadets, and a nascent Citadel Flying Club. We were specifically
thanked for attending, and I took the opportunity to invite them to our Fall
Show. If you can fit this event into your future schedule I highly recommend
it. All you have to do is show up, the meal is cheap, and you’re done in time for
church. I played hooky from services, instead taking a short diversion to
stop club member’s garage to help him lift the body shell off his Devon/Morgan
project . Unfortunately picked up a severe case of garage-envy in the process,
though he did steer me to some tool sources I’ve already had to make use of. It’s
amazing what you don’t know you need till you see it…
The last weekend in March was the BCC Midlands show up in Colombia in conjunction with Tartan Days (Scottish Games etc.) at the historic race track in
Cayce. We had good participation, particularly in the Mini category, plus some
late models and a certain red TD that made it there and back again, after several
previous unsuccessful attempts. The combination of the car show with the Scottish Games is a model that seems to work well, and that we may have the opportunity to emulate in the future. If you’ve been to the Midlands show please let me
know what you think about it. If you haven’t, it’s a lot of fun and I recommend it
for your calendar next year!
Safety…Fast!
Bob
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Upcoming Events
See the BCCC website for details
Check out autoclubcalendar.com for other local automotive events
Saturday April 7th, History Drive, 7-9:30pm, Meet at BiLo on Bees Ferry at Highway
61at 8:30, Leave at 9:00 and drive to Old Fort Dorchester. About 11:00 AM drive to St. James
Church in Goose Creek. Lunch after (to be determined).

Saturday April 14th, Monthly Meeting, 8-9:30am, Marina Variety Store Restaurant, 17 Lockwood Dr, Charleston
Saturday April 21st, Cars on Kiawah, 10am-3pm, Only $10 cash parking, over
250 cars. Go to www.carsonkiawah.com for more information.

Barney Gaylord and his son visit Charleston and the BCCC Monthly Meeting. Barney is the creator of the website mgaguru.com.
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Planning for the 34th Annual British Car Day has begun
by Dave Rosato
I’m going to try my best to organize BCD this year to the caliber that Diane Lambert has in the past. They are tough shoes to fill. It is seven months away but
we want to lock down the date and create a poster so we can get the word out
early. To create the poster we also need to decide on the venue and choose a car.
Wray Lemke tentatively reserved Waterfront Park, where it was the past few
years. I contacted Charlestown County Parks and one of the places they suggested was Palmetto Island County Park in Mt Pleasant. Lynn and I went to check it
out. They have a grassed area plenty large enough for us and it is wooded so we’ll
have some shade. There are restrooms adjacent to the field and two shelters
with plenty of tables for having lunch or just getting out of the sun. And there is
plenty of parking for people who want to come out just to see the cars. So I reserved the site for Saturday, October 27th. I’ve submitted the paperwork to
make it official.
As far as a car to use, I looked back at as many past posters I could find to see
what cars haven’t been used. Not that I’m biased, but there were five MGA’s at
BCD last year and I couldn’t find a past poster with an MGA. A few months ago I
came across a Facebook page of a guy in Greece who sells original watercolor or
acrylic paintings of cars. Below is a watercolor of an MGA that is currently for
sale for $50. This is the original, not a print. I contacted him and he is very willing to have us send him a photo to paint. I am going to see if he can include the
pineapple fountain or the palm tree-moon SC logo in the background.
The hotel we used in the past couple years is under renovation so we need to find
an alternative. We typically reserve a block of rooms for people traveling to the
even and have the reception there. If you have any suggestions, please let me
know.
After last years event I made a web page to get peoples feedback. One comment
was that two nights at a local hotel was expensive. We had noticed that there
were far fewer people from Myrtle Beach and Columbia at BCD last year. So I’d
like to get feedback as to how many members would open their house to people
needing to stay overnight for BCD. Lynn and I can accommodate two couples and
their cars. Please let me know if you are willing.
So over the next few months I will be keeping
you updated through the website, The Windscreen and at the Monthly Meetings. This is a
big task but with the help of so many of the
BCCC members, we can make this event as successful as it has been in past years.
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A flying Scott on the Flying Scotsman
By Robert Morey
Right!. . .Right?. . . Right!, now?, yes now! Yelling each instruction twice and confirming over the roar of the engine with the blasts of wind and a little rain, we hesitate
at a corner. Just then the startling roar of being passed by two big Bentleys on full
throttle trying to out-accelerate each other! We were hoarse from the yelling and resorting to cough drops! This was not at all the casual drive, keeping our speed down and
admiring the scenery I had experienced on other rallies; this was a road race half the
time with panicked confusion, occasionally mixed with terror!. . . it was great!!
I had left the States with my dignified, reserved, 60-something friend John Scott but arrived in England with an enthusiastic 20-something
John Scott absolutely raring to go! On day one
John Scott was gone and although he looked the
same, his body was inhabited by Fangio!We were
blasting along in an impossible effort to make up
speed and not fall for the tricks written into the
Tulips as well as estimating the precise moment to
turn based on a counter mounted in front of me,
counting total distance, interval distance, two stop
watches, one for total time, one for interval time,
three maps, one tulip guide, pens, pencils, highlighters, a calculator, average speed tables
and using only one hand as the other was constantly holding a remote control for the interval digital readout on the dash! Gone were the visions of stately elegant prewar cars
being driven carefully through idyllic scenery, now replaced with the reality of screaming
along wooded single track paths and blind corners with stone walls and ancient trees making threats every split second, narrowly avoiding crashes and being hit at one point by a
1929 Lagonda open racer, crushing its irreplaceable front end body parts! The name of
the organization "Endurance Rally Association" now all too clearly understood! (emphasis
on endurance) and the name of the rally "Flying Scotsman"( emphasis on flying), now also
fully understood. . . , we got our act together and we were doing great on the second day!
Really catching our stride, clearly on path and on time, I could occasionally call "looking
up" (this let's the driver know two things: one, we are confidently on course for a few
seconds or even minutes on rare occasion and two, he can relax a little), but there was
another more compelling problem. . . . Coffee. . . or rather too much coffee and it wanted
out. . . badly. . . and in the middle of the best drive of the rally! Now at this point I made
John aware of this impending problem and it's been another 20 minutes past what I will
call "crisis level"! And I blurt out, "I am going to wet the seat!!” Suddenly, the idea of the
pristine upholstery being soiled overrides the joy of the fantastic drive we are having,
and the MG comes to an abrupt halt in the middle of the road and I burst out the car,
seat belt flying with maps, pens and the other stuff tumbling all over the floor. Luckily,
there were no other competitors near as I couldn't even make it to the hedge row; no. . .
it was the middle of the road right by the door. Then we were off again and seemingly
had lost no time at all! Now we hit what I estimate to be the stuff that will sweeten all
of John Scott's dreams for many years: we crossed one of those humped bridges so tall
and single track that you blow the horn as you cross to avoid a head-on collision, and at
this point I know exactly where we are— there is a sharp right hand just over this bridge
and a road which parallels a large stream. The road is obviously a thousand years old
(likely much more!) and follows every twitch in the stream exactly and goes on for miles.
As we cross the bridge, there is a 1930’s BMW 6-cylinder roadster sitting, having one of
those moments wondering if this is the correct turn. Upon seeing we are intent on this
turn, they then accelerate hard and this is the moment, it would seem, John let his race
driver alter ego off the leash! He was glued to the BMW at full throttle for 20 minutes
of hair-raising speed, only on the rare bit of straight road could the BMW pull ahead at
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A flying Scott on the Flying Scotsman
all; then John would eat him up on the turns. Just to clarify what a feat that is, let's realize the BMW had obviously non-period lower/wider wheels and a six-cylinder engine
with three carbs; it's a swoopy sports car body and low to the ground. The 1937 MGVA
we are driving is no slouch but it's a four-cylinder two carb touring body on original style
tall narrow wheels and tyres! John is hitting redline and sometimes beyond on every
shift and sliding the tail out on every corner as well as some full body slides! I’ve been
holding my elbow in the car for fear of it being ground down on the stone walls and the
way John would be upset due to the resultant screaming and that would have annoyed
John (had he noticed, intent as he was). There are times that had this been an action
movie, I could have stepped from the MG front end right onto the back of the BMW to
save the damsel in distress. . . a drive I will never forget. . . .

But wait, there's more (on the moors)!!! We are really in the game now— up high
with a great view when I read in the Tulip "road on right at top of hill" and this is where
I screw it up. I read it and mistake it for an instruction; the following Tulip is 2 miles
away (an amazingly long and much needed rest) and that's how long it takes to realize
something is wrong; two miles in the terms of an event like this (we are doing what they
call a "Regularity section”) where an absolute perfect predetermined speed must be
maintained to get a good score)— anything else is . . . well . . . fatal to any score at all.
We reach amazing speeds backtracking, using everything the car has and it has a surprising turn of speed. This car is modified with what they call the "police spec" motor and a
higher rear end ratio: we saw north of 70 on many occasions!
But. . . that was before the overheating got serious! That all started on the hill climbs,
notably on the first hill climb. This, in case you haven’t seen one, is an attempt to blow up
your engine or fly right off the road, whichever comes first. John did really well as is obvious (I’m writhing about this, aren’t I?), but at the top we were already running well past
the center of the temperature gauge and quickly made an adjustment to the fan control
to make it come on sooner (that was not the problem). Later in the event, having been
climbing to the top of the moors at full throttle, the fan controller got so hot the connections failed and I had to use a paper clip to jump the fan so that it would run all the
time ( that. . . also, was not the problem!). It was not until the car was back in the States
where I had the opportunity to notice the fans were turning backwards when on! Polarity
changes are a regular pain for me, on so many customer cars. . . ( It’s just wrong, don’t do
it. . . ), now back to the rally!
There is no choice at this point and I begin calculating what they call a “cut,” or
we will be too late on all following sections. We do rejoin, but our time in the event was
about to have a sudden and permanent end. As we pull up to our next timed run, I prepare
our electronic chip to be handed to the marshal and we slow to a stop at the designated
timing point. John asks, "Did you shut the engine off”. . . " No,” I respond.” “Well I didn’t, said John. In a minute I had a plug lead off and noted no sparks, then a test light
rigged up and noted no flashing of the test light on the points side of the coil, pulling the
distributor cap off all looked well until John spun the engine and the distributor remained motionless! Removing the distributor, I found the drive gear in bits! We were out,
over, done. . . . John sadly called Hagerty for a tow and we retired to a pub to drown our
sorrows and compare notes. . . . Here are some of the things that happened in that blur
of a rally: we did all this with no brake lights, saw a 1920s Bentley pretty much totaled,
another one launched into a forest of small tress that effectively pinned it in place,
nearly crashed into a caravan of horrified (to see us barreling toward them) campers on a
narrow single track dirt road, filled the cooling system with water directly from a Scottish stream, had a significant gas leak, were soundly overtaken by two lovely girls in another MG, paid £50 pounds for a single glass of champagne (Dom) and had tea under hundreds of stag horns while panting with exhaustion. . . , and. . . we had actually driven the
car more before the rally than would have been needed to complete it .
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BCCC Minutes — March 10, 2018 Monthly Meeting

by Peter Steele
Twenty-five folks gathered at the Variety Store for the monthly breakfast meeting on a
cool but sunny morning, and we were joined by special guest and MGA Guru Barney Gaylord and his son Elliot. Topics discussed included:
— Big thank you to Harry and Wanda Cramer for hosting the annual oyster roast.
— And another big thank you to Michael Raines for organizing and Tom Horton for educating us on a tour to St James Parish Church and Hampton Plantation.
— New members Paul and Judy Warren introduced themselves to the group. Paul drives a
1953 MGTD that they’ve owned 17 years, and Judy drives their S-Type Jaguar.
— Bob Simon reported that there were more airplanes than cars at the recent fly-in, but
he passed along a source for interesting tools that he learned about there: Aircraft Tool
Supply. He was able to obtain a dzus fastener driver via their website.
— Irene Breland reported that registration for the April 21 Cars on Kiawah is closed, and
the waiting list is just about full as well. There just isn’t enough space to accommodate
any more! She encouraged all to come out and enjoy the event even if you’re not showing
your car.
— Michael Raines ran through the following list of upcoming events:
— The St Patrick’s Day parade in Charleston is next Saturday. Several club members are planning to drive their LBCs in the parade, and if you want to join them or
want more information, see the BCCC website and/or contact Glenn Surette
— British Car Club Midlands Centre is holding their Carolina British Classics XII
Car Show in Columbia the following weekend, March 24.
— There is a BCCC planning meeting scheduled for March 26 in Park Circle.
— A possible drive is being planned for April 7. Check back at the BCCC website
for further information.
— Plans are beginning to be made for a return to the Hallie Hill Animal Sanctuary
in Hollywood for a picnic in March.
— Dave Rosato reported that he has a lot of Jensen Healey parts that Frank Rupp has
made available for free. Contact Dave if interested. In addition, Dave has Frank’s collection of 50 years of Road & Track magazines (years 1952 - 1990s). If you’d like to see if
an issue is available with a “new car test” for your LBC, contact Dave.
— Wray noted that he has Waterfront Park reserved for British Car Day as a fallback in
case another venue can’t be nailed down. Other possible locations, including Boone Hall,
are being explored.
— The remainder of the meeting was turned over to MGA Guru Barney Gaylord. He has
accumulated almost a half-million miles on his MGA . He and his son left their Illinois
home in May 2014 (They are now on their second lap of the continent.) and have been
touring the USA and Canada, visiting around 300 car clubs so far and stopping at as many
British car shops as they can find. He’s identified around 800 shops and has visited
about 600 of them so far. His website, MGAGuru.com, has a list of all the shops he’s
aware of organized by state, as well as numerous technical articles (some 3900 web pages!) and reports from his travels. (A friend of his manages a companion website for
Midgets and Sprites: SpridgetfGru.com.) He and his son cover about 40,000 miles a year
in his MGA, with oil changes done every 4000 miles. His final quote: “I’ve been 19 for 48
years so far.”
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CAROLINA BRITISH CLASSICS – XII March 24, 2018
by Eric Gibeaut
136 British cars arrived and lined up at the old Cayce motor speedway in conjunction with the Tartan Day South Scottish games. No rain was predicted and it was
a cloudy and cool overcast day but that did not keep too many car owners
away. The Hartleys and Brian Smart from Charleston were there with their Minis, Mike Carnell with his Range Rover, and a few other Charleston owners were
there too. There was an original owner 1959 Lotus Elite as well as the MG Guru,
Barney Gaylord with his MGA and trailer, and some great stories! He has posted
many photos and commentary of the show here
http://mgaguru.com/tales/
carolina_bc.htm Every year a group of Southern Sunbeam owners gather at this
show and this year we had 20 Sunbeams there. Early that morning we were setting up the EZ Up canopy tent for our Sunbeam group when the Fire Marshall
stopped by to inspect the tent (first time in 10 years they have been present to
do this…) He told us the canopy would have to be taken down unless we put
weights on the four legs to hold it down-and using tent stakes to do that would
not be acceptable. I asked about using drink coolers and he said that was
OK. Problem was that we only had two coolers. So using the spare wire wheel
from my car and another spare wheel took care of that problem! The best thing
about this car show is being able to see all the Tartan Day events going on right
next to the show. Seeing the border collies herding sheep, feats of strength,
watching all the bands and hearing the bagpipes and drums all day long and people
in costumes and kilts roaming around is great fun. There is always plenty for the
families to see and do and that is why this show keeps getting larger every
year. Come join us next year!
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From March 1960 Road&Track magazine. Thanks Frank Rupp
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Crab Bruschetta
Ingredients
•

4 slices of Italian-style bread

•

1-2 cloves of garlic, peeled and crushed

•

200g (6½ oz) cherry tomatoes, halved

•

½ tbsp grated lemon zest

•

2-3 tbsp olive oil, plus a little extra for
brushing

•

2 tsp balsamic vinegar

•

250g (8 oz) crab meat, fresh or tinned

•

A few torn basil leaves

Method
1. Brush the bread with a little olive oil and grill or toast until lightly golden and crisp. When
toasted, rub each slice with some crushed garlic.
2. Combine the tomatoes, lemon zest, olive oil, balsamic vinegar and any remaining garlic
and leave to marinate for ten minutes.
3. Stir through the crab meat and basil leaves. Season well, then spoon the tomato mixture
over each slice of bread and serve immediately.

Tip
If you're using tinned crab, chill the tin and drain well before adding.
http://www.houseandgarden.co.uk/recipe/crab-bruschetta

My daughter recently bought a Mini Cooper S convertible. It has a feature us British car convertible
drivers shouldn’t be living without. It is a gauge on
the dashboard that shows how long you have had the
top down. I don’t know how I’ve gone so long without
know that bit of information!
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2018 Membership dues are over due
It’s that time of the year. Annual dues are only $30.
The easiest way to pay is to go to our website. Payment
can be made using Paypal. You don’t need a Paypal account.
Not sure if you paid your dues? Log into
the Members Page then select the VIEW
MY PROFILE link. Under Membership, if
it starts with 18 (for 2018) then you’re
all paid up. If it starts with 17 then your
dues are due.

More BCCC Grill Badges are here!
Mert has 15 new BCCC grill badges. If you didn’t get one from
the last batch, here is your opportunity. Badges are only $25.
If you can’t pick it up at a meet then there will be a nominal
shipping charge. Contact Mert at mert25@att.net.

“Beer Engine-uity” Old Engine Oil,
“British” beer made in Scotland.
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St Patrick’s Day parade
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250 REMARKABLE AUTOMOBILES
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
AUTOMOTIVE HISTORY & STYLE
FREE ADMISSION
$10 CASH PARKING
THE 2018 SHOW FIELD IS FULL
NO LONGER ACCEPTING CAR REGISTRATIONS
See the website for wait list
Information
CARSONKIAWAH.COM
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Happy
Birthday
For

April

Welcome New Members
Ton Meservey
1976 MG Midget
Joe Boykin
1984 Land Rover Series III

Key Taylor
John Holbrook
Tom Horton
Marcy Hippie

Don Longenecker
Austin Healey Mark 1

5th
13th
26th
27th

AND MANY MOOOOORE

Jim Harrell
Austin Healey 3000 MK1
We look forward to many
Happy miles together!

BCCC Regalia
You are now able to order
BCCC regalia right from the
BCCC website.
We have:
Beautiful enamel on 14k gold
plated copper BCCC Lapel Pins for $3.00 each.
Circular pin measures 3/4” in diameter with
military clutch.
Also available: shirts with the BCCC logo
available either in stock or you may order.
Caps with the logo, as well as Visors and onesize fits all driving caps with the logo on the
back
BCCC logo front license plates are available,
as well as Key fobs and name badges.
You may contact Millie Horton for name badges or special regalia requests
843-367-7250 or
mbhorton@bellsouth.net
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Check out the For
Sale/Wanted page on
the BCCC website
Just click on this link on the website
Set of four 15x6
Falken tires on
Panasport
wheels.

•

1973 Stag

•

1972 TR6

•

1976 MG Midget

•

1997 Aston Martin DB7 Volante inline
supercharger

•

1960 MGA 1600 price drop!

•

Auto Haus-Jackson Towing Frame

1955 MG TF 1500

Parts Wanted
For 1969 Jaguar E-Type SII Coupe
BD20767 & BD20766 NDV hinge pillars
(Mine have rebrazed mounting plates that
continue to crack) BD38326 rear hatch
release latch cover & finisher chrome
trims (I have the hinge covers). C28516
interior rear view mirror & mounting stem.
BD19562 & BD19561 Windshield chrome
trim “doglegs”. I have a lot of E-Type
parts to sell, trade, or give away.
Contact Bill Unger:

FOR SALE
Soda Blaster, never
used.
Asking $120
Call Jane Schmitt at
843-774-2257

Wm.c.unger@gmail.com
(843)527-7840

Please let Dave Rosato know if your items have been sold.
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

History
Drive

7

14
BCCC Monthly
Meeting

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Cars on
Kiawah

33rd British Car Gathering

22

23

24

25

26

27

33rd British
Car Gathering

29

30

More British cars at the Oyster Roast

28

