
 

 

 
                                              

Vol 34 No 1 

January 2017 

The holidays were a nice break from the workaday 
world, the weather was a bit warm for that Christmas 
feeling but perfect for cruising around with the top 
down in the MGB. We weren’t the only folks who 
thought the same as we saw plenty of other converti-

bles with their tops down on our drive across town. We waved to a couple of guys in 
a yellow late model Spitfire which I don’t remember seeing at any club meets. 

The BCCC officer elections will be held at the upcoming January meeting, on the 
14th, at the Marina Variety Store on Lockwood Drive. So far we haven’t received 
many nominations for those posts so there is still time to send them to us. I will 
send out a reminder in a week so members can make sure they have a chance to 
participate. Send the nominations to me or Mert, our email addresses are in the 
Windscreen. 

Motorcar Morning continues to be a nice event, it’s being held at the Mt. Pleasant 
Cars and Coffee, we had a nice turnout of BCCC cars at the last one. The next one 
will be on Jan 7th. It’s best to get there around 8:30 as the spaces fill up pretty 
quickly and you might be parking out in the hinterlands. 

The Mt. Pleasant Christmas parade was a great hit, we had 12 cars and around 30 
people attending. Large amounts of white bean and regular chili were consumed 
with Lynn Rosato’s beer bread and Tina’s haystacks. Other club members brought 
lots of cookies and sweets for an excellent finish. A few car’s electrical systems 
had to be fettled to get their lights to work but the guys were up to the task. The 
Club made a grand sight cruising down Coleman Blvd, the mayor made a point to 
come up and say hello as we passed the reviewing stand. And, Dennis did indeed 
make it with their Jaguar. It was a wonderful time and the club did itself proud; 
the crowd loved the cars. Thanks to everyone who came and brought food and 
joined us in that great Christmas tradition. 

We’ve had another MGB join our crowd in my garage, a ’69 GT that has been sitting 
for several years under a porch in Mt. Pleasant. We hope to have a bit of time free 
after the new year to getting it running. 

Please do plan to come to the January 
meeting, as this is an important one for 
the Club as we elect officers for the 
coming year. 

 

Safety Fast! 

Wray 

Prez Sez 
By Wray Lemke 



FOUNDED 1983 

MEETINGS HELD THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 

(Unless otherwise specified) 

 

OFFICERS 

Wray Lemke  President (843) 884-8022 wraylemke@compuserve.com   

Diane Lambert  Vice President (843) 849-9707 dilamb@comcast.net    

Bruce Stemerman Treasurer (843) 212-3274 bstemerman@gmail.com 

Mert Fox Secretary (843) 795-1578 mert25@att.net 

Don Kelly Membership Coordinator (843) 284-8719 don@dkwc.net 

Grace Clark Regalia  Coordinator (843) 889-3121 heroessportswear@earthlink.net 

Millie Horton Regalia  sales (843)884-5066 mbhorton@bellsouth.net 

Dave Rosato Editor  (508) 864-3393 Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

Michael Rains Event Coordinator (843) 670-1542  michaelrains76@yahoo.com  

   
TECHNICAL ADVISOR 

 Darryl Beech Mr. Wizard (843) 552-6555 Britishmechanic@bellsouth.net 

 
WEBMASTER  

 Dave Rosato Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com WWW.BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

  
PAST PRESIDENTS 

  Mike Carnell        1984                  Dick Deibel            1988               Bobby Grooms     2003     Wray Lemke  2016- 

  Oscar Smalls       1985                  Alan Van doren      1989               Richie Hartley     2004-2006 

  Don Brown           1986                  Mike Grosso          1990-1995             Diane Lambert     2007-2008 

  Tom McMurray    1987                 Jack Lambert        1996-2002             Richie Hartley      2009-2015 

IT’S EASY TO JOIN… 

Just fill in and sign the application  and send along with $35.00 Initial annual dues, to: 

British Car Club of Charleston 

PO Box 22826 

Charleston, SC 29403 

We look forward to seeing you at all of our meetings and events!  (Please print clearly) 

NAME:_________________________Street:_________________________CITY:______________________ 

 

STATE:__________ZIP:_______TELEPHONE:__________E-MAIL:________________FAX:_______________ 

  

 Car(s): Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color: 

  

 CAR(S) Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color: 

 

As a member of the British Car Club of Charleston (BCCC), I  agree to hold BCCC, its board of Directors, Officers, and organizers of events 
free From all liability for any  accident or injury which may occur in connection with club events.  

 

SIGNATURE:_________________________PRINTED NAME:_____________________DATE:______________ 

 

 ___NEW MEMBER  ___RENEWAL  ___I give my permission to list my phone and E-mail  in the membership directory to be accessible to members only.  

                                                           

Birthday please: Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______ 

 

Spouse B’day  : Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______ 
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Upcoming Events 
See the BCCC website for details 

Saturday January 7th Motorcar Morning with Mt. Pleasant Cars & Coffee-& Lunch 
at Codfathers  

 

Saturday January 14th BCCC Monthly Meeting,  8-9:30am, Marina Variety Store Restau-
rant, 17 Lockwood Dr, Charleston, SC  

 
Saturday January 21st, Cars & Coffee, Freshfields Village, 165 Village Green Ln, Kiawah 
Island  

BCCC Grill Badge 
Mert has 12 more new BCCC grill badges.  If you didn’t get 
one from the last batch here is your opportunity.  Badges are 
only $25.  If you can’t pick it up at a meet then there will be 
a nominal shipping charge.  Contact Mert at mert25@att.net. 

Join us at Mt. Pleasant Cars and Coffee then lunch at The Codfather.  Adam Ran-
dall struggled with Chinese instructions and failing batteries to put together 
more picnic tables for us.  We’ll enjoy the best Fish and Chips and mushy peas.  If 
you can’t make it to Cars and Coffee then join us for lunch at 11:30.  If you plan 
to have lunch, please contact Michael or Mert (email links on the website) and let 
them know by Thursday.  Directions are also on the website. 
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BCCC Holiday Party 
Saturday December 3rd at the Liberty Tap Room & Grill 
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Mt. Pleasant Christmas Parade  
Sunday December 11th 
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9 British Ways to Ring in the New Year 

 

First footing 
Again, lady luck makes her extravagant demands and everyone is expected to fall in line. A first-
footer is a dark-haired young man, one of the local dreamboats, who is sent out of the house just 
before midnight on New Year’s Eve, so he can come back in as soon as midnight has arrived, bring-
ing gifts of bread, or a coin, or some salt, or some coal, or some whiskey. All of which are harbin-
gers of good fortune. 

In Worcestershire, the first footer role has been transferred to the first carol singer to cross 
the threshold in the new year. While in Yorkshire, they’re less fussy about whether the arrival is 
dark haired or not, but he must definitely be male. But woe betide any red-head that tries to get 
across the threshold first. Who needs that kind of jinx on the entire year? 

Calennig 
In Wales, Calennig is the name of New Year’s Day celebrations (particularly a parade in Cardiff), 
and a calennig is a kind of table-top sculpture made of an apple and some twigs. You basically make 
a tripedal stand for the apple by sticking the twigs in, and coat them with dried fruit and nuts, and 
add a sprig from an evergreen on the top. This then becomes a decoration for windowsills and man-
telpieces, to bring luck to the household in the forthcoming year. 

Dydd Calan 
On New Year’s Day (or Dydd Calan), some Welsh children get up early to go and sing songs to their 
neighbors, for which they receive sweets, mince pies, and money. They may also carry callenig in 
their hands (or the gifts themselves may be called callenig. depending on your experiences). It’s a 
bit like Hallowe’en, but more melodic. But be warned, do not borrow the money to pay the children. 
It’s a superstition that if you begin the year in debt, you will remain in debt until the following new 
year’s eve. 

Guisers Of Fire 
In Northumberland (as is the case in a lot of places where alcohol is brewed), there’s the Allendale 
Tar Barl Festival on December 31st, where whiskey barrels are filled with burning tar, kindling and 
sawdust and paraded through town on the heads of Guisers (the name given to the flame-
retardant people carrying the barrels). 

Comrie Flambeaux 
And over in Comrie, Perthshire, a procession is made through the town comprising eight torches, 
which are ceremonially hurled into the River Earn, to cast out evil spirits. It clearly works, too, 
because Comrie is a lovely place, bereft of spirits of any sort. 

Black Rabbits 
The tradition in Yorkshire is to say “black rabbits, black rabbits, black rabbits” just as the clock is 
about to chime midnight on New Year’s Eve. Then, as the clock strikes twelve, say “white rabbits, 
white rabbits, white rabbits” as your first utterance of the new year. Good luck will ensue. Or at 
least, the good fortune not to have to say anything about rabbits for another twelve months. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-tyne-20692608
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-tyne-20692608
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9 British Ways to Ring in the New Year 

 

Cake on a Cow 
This one dates back to medieval times, and as far as I’m aware, doesn’t happen any more. But once 
upon a time, every January 1st, farmers would put a flat cake onto a cow’s horns and then com-
mence a ceremonial song and dance around it. Should the cake fall forwards, the farmer will have 
good luck for the rest of the year. If it falls backwards… well he’d better have said his white rab-
bitses. 

The Burning Bush 
Another discontinued rural tradition that concerns fire and good fortune: In the farming county 
of Herefordshire, a young farmer would rise before dawn, and take a hawthorn bush to a wheat-
field, where it would be set on fire to ensure a good harvest and general prosperity. 

Egg White Rom-lette 
And my personal favorite New Year’s Day tradition (again, sadly no longer with us), is the one 
where girls would drop egg whites into water on New Year’s Day. It was widely believed that the 
first letter of the man they would one day marry would appear in the swirling guck. Which is fine 
if you want to marry a man whose name begins with an S, but distinctly unfair to anyone called 
Quentin, Arthur or Frederick. 
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British Car Manufacturers 
Unscramble the words below.  The answers are on the website. 

1. AISTN MRNITA    ___________________________ 

2. IETGNAT   ___________________________ 

3. PIINOECMRO  ___________________________ 

4. LORNRAVED  ___________________________ 

5. MISAD   ___________________________ 

6. MECRLCNA  ___________________________ 

7. IRNLAM   ___________________________ 

8. VALLAHUX  ___________________________ 

9. NBETEYL   ___________________________ 

10. AUJRAG   ___________________________ 

11. SIELTR   ___________________________ 

12. RNGMAO  ___________________________ 

13. AAISCR   ___________________________ 

14. FSRITPIE   ___________________________ 

15. OLRSL ERYCO  ___________________________ 

16. PTMURHI  ___________________________ 

17. BSNUAME  ___________________________ 

18. VNICIAT   ___________________________ 

19. IRLNGLAN  ___________________________ 

20. OLSTU   ___________________________ 



Roger Noyes 

Racecar Driver, Vintage Racecar driver and all around great friend!! 

By Mike West 

 

Roger and I have been friends for almost 20 years marred only by his moving to Saluda, NC for a 
few years, yet returning to Charleston.  This time about Roger's interesting life is littered with 
prose and poem from The Collected Motor Verses of W.C. Charnock, 1959. 
 

Roger was born into less than poverty in the West of London somewhere west of Wimbledon and 
north of Richmond.  He attended the London School of Economics and majored in Chart and Sur-
vey, which to us Yanks is Real Estate on steroids!  He suffered from the wanderlust of racing, vin-
tage racing, and downright formula racing from an early age when he was born early and delivered 
into a racing helmet!   
 

"Little Roger's racing pistons 

Were the joy of his existence 

But the rings within their grooves 

Made too many wasteful moves. 

Still, like many racers before 

He splashed the cash on a rebore! 

Oil consumption now is nil, 

So is power on the hill 

What a lot of things to spoil 

To save a little drop of oil!! 

His engine will be nice and free 

Sometime in 1993!!!” 
 

Accomplished in his world of business, Roger immigrated to America and settled into the Land of 
Atlanta where he was very successful in real estate development.  He didn't do badly and looked 
for greater challenges which resulted in him becoming a Vintage racer in the SVRA and the Grand 
Bahamas as well as Mid-Ohio and other racing venues.  Roger was always called Number 83.  No 
matter the car, Roger was allowed to use the number 83 encased in a circle on the doors and the 
bonnet of his English cars!  There are pictures of Roger in the Grand Bahamas Races in the 1980s 
depicting a very young man with a daring and jaunty attitude!  See Motorsports or Thoroughbred 
and Classic Cars of the 1986 era and there is Roger Noyes, modest and smiling, yet still looking for 
that curving road; that small hillock, and that chicane to thrill him! 

 

"I bought an aluminium head, 

It cost me several quid; 

I don't know if the things they said 

It did, it really did!” 

 

(continued on the next page) 
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Roger Noyes (continued) 

By Mike West 

 

Roger raced the MGA 1600 Mk II under the number 83 and also raced a Formula 2000 (mid-seat) 
and he was famous for his trips in a Sunbeam Alpine with the Harington Le Mans kit.  This car was 
particularly interesting in that it was a stock Sunbeam with a Harrington kit that made it heavier, 
less powerful, uglier, and had a weaker chassis than the original!!  Roger was less than impressed, 
but Number 83 succeeded in making its mark in the Grand Bahamas!!  The driver made the differ-
ence!! 

 

"Motor regrets he must be rid, 

Of this superb old vintage soak, 

Best offer over twenty quid, 

Swap, cash adjustment, cheaper bloke.!!" 

 

Roger now lives in Mount Pleasant Manor next to Hwy Seventeen.   

He enjoys the visitors and stories of his racing life and members of the Charleston British Car 
Club visiting! 

 

"The big hand wavers close on five, 

The oil on sixty plus, 

The front end seems to come alive, 

To have its fun with us. 

 

...It's jolly still to be alive, 

The Tankard soon we'll lift 

And tell how we, at sixty five, 

Achieved a faultless drift!!” 

 

To Roger Noyes, Racecar Driver, Vintage Racecar driver and all around great friend!! 
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Topping off the 
tank before the 

parade? 
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10 Words Brits Use That Americans No 
Longer Do 

A quick example of the bleeding obvious: people speak differently in the UK and the US. 
If you’re an American fan of British TV shows—the originals, not the American remakes—
you’re probably very aware that once in a while, the characters will utter a word that you 
won’t hear on the streets of your hometown. 

But you may be surprised to know that some of the words we consider distinctly British 
today were once fairly common in the United States. Read on: 

Tetchy, adjective Someone who is tetchy is someone with a bad temper: 

Amongst, preposition While amongst is less favored than among in British English, it’s 
rarely seen at all in American English. 

Marvelous, adjective Sure, you can use amazing instead, but marvelous sounds so much 
more . . . marvelous: 

Fortnight, noun Something that happens once every fortnight is something that happens 
every two weeks: 

Cheers, exclamation In British English, cheers isn’t something you’d say when it’s time to 
have a drink. It’s a casual way to say “thank you”: 

Rubbish, noun, adjective You know this one, it has the same meaning as garbage. 
Plus, rubbishcan be used as an adjective when you want to say that something is really 
bad: 

Blimey, exclamation If you ever get tired of saying “wow,” you might make an effort to 
bring blimey back: 

Hoover, noun A hoover is a device that uses suction to clean surfaces—a vacuum cleaner: 

Bespoke, adjective Before things were custom-made, they were bespoke, especially if 
they were suits: 

Chap, noun Chap is an informal way of referring to a male person, sort of like “dude”. 



Harold and Maude, the movie 
By Dave Rosato 

You either love it, hate it or have never heard of it.  The movie Har-
old and Maude was released in 1971 and for some reason it is one of 
my favorites.  If you like Cat Stevens then you’ll at least like the mu-
sic.  It has a lot of his lesser known songs in it.  The movie is about a 
20ish year old boy who lives with his mother in this huge mansion.  
For reasons you’ll have to watch the movie to find out, Harold, played 
by Bud Cort,  acts out many suicides “for his mothers benefit”.  For fun Harold goes to 
funerals where he meets Maude, played by Ruth Gordon, who is about to turn 80.  Harold 
decides he needs a car so he goes to the junkyard to pick one out.  Wouldn’t you love it if 
this junkyard was still around?  This is the car 
he selects. 

Well, when his mother finds out she 
gets him something more appropriate.  
That wasn’t quite to his liking so he 
made a few modifications to the car. 

My daughters bought me the DVD.  Several 
years ago we decided to watch the movie 
together.  They had heard a lot about it 
from me but had never seen it.  Well, when 

the movie was over they both looked at me and said that it was the worst movie they had 
ever seen.  I was tempted to suggest the movie for BCCC movie night but thought I might 
loose the respect of the members.  You will have to watch the movie to see what happens 
to the Jag/hearse.  A requirement for Lynn to mar-
ry me was that she had to like and appreciate the 
movie.  If anyone would like to watch it, let me know 
and I’ll lend you the DVD.  It has sort of a cult fol-
lowing but you won’t find it on Netflix or Redbox. 
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Save The Date 
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Ingredients   [Serves 10 to 12] 

 6 cups California port, muscatel, tokay or angelica wine 

 1 quart sweet cider 

 1 cup water 

 2 dozen whole cloves 2 inch sticks of cinnamon 

 2 lemons, cut in slices 

 4 apples, sliced and baked with some of the wine 

Wine and Cider Wassail 
Lynn Rosato 

The origin of Wassail likely descends from ancient rituals celebrating human connections with 

drink. Early recipes confirm ingredients were imported and expensive, and connected with 

the winter Christian holidays of Christmas (Eve & Day), New Year's and Twelfth Night. Sim-

ilar to Plum Pudding. English settlers (not the Puritans!) brought this recipe & its traditions 

to the New World. What's the "original" recipe? Mrs. Glasse, Eliza Acton and other popular 

18th century English cook book authors do not include Wassail in their works. They do, how-

ever, grace us with recipes featuring the ingredients. Wassail recipes vary according to 

place, time and pocketbook. Forgiving and creative, Wassail toasts good health.  

Directions 
Boil spices and lemon slices in the water for 9 minutes. Add cider and wine 
and heat thoroly, but do not boil. Serve in preheated punch bowl or large 
earthenware bowl. Float lemon slices and baked apples in the beverage. If 
you can't obtain whole cloves and cinnamon use powdered spices in this bev-
erage. And if you do use whole spices, retrieve them for later use in some-
thing else. They're scarce, these days, and the wassail won't take all of 
their pungency, but any means." 
---"Wassail Bowl Considerate of Food Supplies," Mary Meade, Chicago Daily Tribune, December 12, 
1942 (p. 21) 



Happy 

Birthday 
For 

January 
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AND MANY MOOOOORE 

Byron Williams 1st 
Lola Marley  5th 
Jeanne Campbell 6th 
Maria Simons  6th 
Gordon Hill  7th 
Samuel King Jr. 7th 
Steve Gulick  8th 
Adam Randall  10th 
John Wallace  11th 
Eric Gibeaut  12th 
Bob Neuman  13th 
Carole Fay  15th 
Millie Horton  17th 
Robert Clark  19th 
Alysse Turner 21st 
Glenn Surrette 22nd 
Stephanie Smith 23rd 
Warren Marinaccio 24th 
Mert Fox  25th 
Rick Trowman  26th 
Mike Sanzari  27th 
Ed Tilton  27th 
Mike Carnell  29th 
Carl Smith  30th 
John Fay  30th 
Stan Cohen  31st 
Karl Fowler  31st 

BCCC Regalia 

You are now able to order 
BCCC regalia right from the 

BCCC website. 

We have: 

Beautiful enamel on 14k gold 
plated copper BCCC Lapel Pins for $3.00 each.  
Circular pin measures 3/4” in diameter with 
military clutch.  

Also available: shirts with the BCCC logo 
available either in stock or you may order. 

Caps with the logo, as well as Visors and one-
size fits all driving caps with the logo on the 
back 

BCCC logo front license plates are available, 
as well as Key fobs and name badges. 

You may contact Millie Horton for name badg-
es or special regalia requests 

843-367-7250  or                 

mbhorton@bellsouth.net 

Toys For Tots donations at the BCCC 
Holiday Party 
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Parts Wanted 

For 1969 Jaguar E-Type SII Coupe   

BD20767 & BD20766 NDV hinge pillars 

(Mine have rebrazed mounting plates that  

continue to crack)  BD38326 rear hatch 
release latch cover & finisher chrome 

trims (I have the hinge covers).  C28516 
interior rear view mirror & mounting stem.  
BD19562 & BD19561 Windshield chrome 
trim “doglegs”.  I have a lot of E-Type 

parts to sell, trade, or give away. 

 Contact Bill Unger: 

Wm.c.unger@gmail.com 

(843)527-7840 

Distributor Wanted 

I am in need of a Rebuildable, (not bro-
ken) 

Lucas 45d4 Distributor for an MG 

Please contact Jim Hendricks 

jimhendrickaas@live.com 

FOR SALE 

MGB convertible top frame 

Frame is from a 1975, but I believe it will 
fit several years of MGBs 

$150.000 

Please contact Dennis Pieschke 

dpieschke@hotmail.com 

Check out the For 
Sale/Wanted page on 

the BCCC website 

Just click on this link on the website 

1979 MG Midget 

1991  Jaguar XJS Classic V12 

1959 MGA 1500 Coupe  

1978 MGB 
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January 2017 

New Years 
Day 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

BCCC Monthly 
Meeting 

Cars and Cof-
fee/Motorcar 

Morning & 
Codfather 

Cars and Cof-
fee 


