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Winter never really came this year and spring has gotten
an even earlier start. It does make for some great driving
weather around the area. That is, if you can find a place to
By Wray Lemke
drive. The tourism season is in full swing and it seems every road is packed with out of state plates. The 40th
Cooper River Bridge run has just taken place with epic
throngs of people in Mt. Pleasant and I'm sure downtown. Mert has again put together a
club gathering at the Steeplechase of Charleston hoping that this year will be a bit dryer
than last year, which resembled a mud rally on the infield. The deadline was April 1st for
registration so if you have questions get with Mert at Mert25@att.net.
Planning has already started for BCD 2017, thankfully Diane is taking reins of the event
again. We are so fortunate to have her organizational skills and great ideas putting together another fun show.

Prez Sez

Michael has been working on some good events coming up, a possible history drive and
some other things including a tech session. The drive-in movie was discussed but we might
not have time before the weather gets too warm. We've seen several club members and
some new faces with British cars at the Mt. Pleasant Cars and Coffee. Blake Ellis showed
us his recent project which is a complete rebuild of the engine and engine compartment in
his '66 MGB. It looks great, very original and you can see he took a lot of care in putting
everything together.

On the home garage front, we pulled the seats out of the Magnette, as a piece of the seat
frame was starting to chaff the new upholstery. Our guys in Mt. Pleasant, Victor and Benji, sorted them out with some extra padding so the material doesn't tear. We also had a
small bit of work on the carpets so they would sit in the floor without puckering up.
Which brings to mind the upcoming Cars on Kiawah. Everyone on the club list should have
registered by now with the number that was issued to them from the list. If it is anything
like the last even at Kiawah it will be a grand day of cars and fun in a beautiful venue. On
the 22nd of April the BCCC will attend the Elliot Reminton Motorsport and Classic Concierge grand opening on Daniel Island. This is a new concierge car facility for car enthusiasts with storage, meeting areas and more. Ryn Toth has invited the club to attend along
with the Porsche and Ferrari clubs so we'll be representing our world of British Cars. It
should be fun.

Safety Fast!
Wray
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IT’S EASY TO JOIN…
Just fill in and sign the application and send along with $35.00 annual dues, to:
British Car Club of Charleston
PO Box 22826
Charleston, SC 29403
We look forward to seeing you at all of our meetings and events! (Please print clearly)

NAME:_________________________Street:_________________________CITY:______________________
STATE:__________ZIP:_______TELEPHONE:__________E-MAIL:________________FAX:_______________
Car(s):

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

CAR(S)

Make:____________________Model:______________________Year:________Color:

As a member of the British Car Club of Charleston (BCCC), I agree to hold BCCC, its board of Directors, Officers, and organizers of events
free From all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in connection with club events.
SIGNATURE:_________________________PRINTED NAME:_____________________DATE:______________
___NEW MEMBER ___RENEWAL ___I give my permission to list my phone and E-mail in the membership directory to be accessible to members only.
Birthday please: Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______
Spouse B’day : Name:_________________Month:_________Day:_______
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Upcoming Events
See the BCCC website for details
Saturday April 1st, Carolina British Classics XI, 9am—4pm, Columbia Speedway 2001
Charleston Highway, Cayce

Saturday April 8th, Monthly Meeting, 8-9:30am, Marina Variety Store Restaurant
Saturday March 8th, Steeplechase of Charleston, 9am-2pm, 5000 Stono Ferry Course,
Hollywood

Saturday April 22nd, Elliot Reminton Motorsport Classics & Concierge, 10am-1pm,
444 Deanna Ln, Charleston

Friday April 29th, Trident Technical College Spring Spin-Off Car Show, 10-11am,
7000 Rivers Ave, North Charleston am

Saturday May 6th, Cars on Kiawah, 10am-39m, Ocean Park, Kiawah Island

BCCC Grill Badge
Mert has 12 more new BCCC grill badges. If you didn’t get
one from the last batch here is your opportunity. Badges are
only $25. If you can’t pick it up at a meet then there will be
a nominal shipping charge. Contact Mert at mert25@att.net.

Where to go for those
hard to find parts!
Leave it to Mert to find us a
supplier of those rare parts
we need for our unique cars.
How long did it take you the
last time to find bearings
for your muffler or a little
Elbow Grease to give you
that extra push you needed
to get the car back on the
road.
Never run out of
Blinker Fluid again. Stock up
now. Go to KaleCoAuto.com.
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My First Car
By Wray Lemke

Most all of us remember our first car with affection even if it was not a stellar example
of a particular marque. They were usually remembered as better, faster and more fun
than the actual reality at the time but that is what makes them special to us.
I bought my first soley-owned car when I was a sophomore at The Citadel. That summer
I worked at a townhouse complex in the maintenance department where my folks lived in
the Virginia suburbs outside of Washington DC. As a freshman you aren't allowed to
have a car but now that I started moving up in the stratified world of that military college it was time to show back up at school in something cool. I was introduced to British
Cars by my older sister. Her crowd had eschewed the muscle car craze in favor of the
slightly eccentric, but nonetheless cool, British car scene. When the time came for my
choice the first criteria was that it was a British sports car. Checking the papers I saw
an ad for a 1964 Triumph Spitfire over at a Falls Church car dealership. We drove to the
lot and asked the sales guy about the car. He pointed to the rear of the of the dealership and there it was, a red Spit, all the tires were flat, with a pool of oil under the engine. It was love at first sight and a hour later we were married for $269.00. I drove
the poorly running, ragged out little car home where I pulled the carbs off and rebuilt
them on the kitchen table. This improved things greatly and I had great fun blasting
around DC in the little car. Of course it poured oil out of a warped pan, but recycled oil
was cheap so that wasn't a problem. I brought it back to Charleston that fall where I
had even more fun with it and learned the foibles of the legendary independent Spit
rear end. A classmate and I were running really late one Sunday night coming back to the
campus. We had to be in the barracks at 10:00pm, no exceptions. As we hurtled down the
wet crosstown I flicked the car down Nunan St headed to Ashley Ave. At least that was
my intention. Flicking the wheel to the right caused the rear end to kick out so we found
ourselves sliding sideways down Nunan, narrowly missing some fellows standing in the intersection. The little Spit slid straight into Ashley Ave just as if I'd planned it that way.
I downshifted and gunned it as we shot up the street, barely making it into the barracks
on time.
That summer a bunch of us classmates went up to Ocean Drive to spend the first week
after school was out. I drove the Spit up and did all the great things for a summer
southern beach week, hanging out at the Spanish Galleon and cruising the strip, looking
cool. During one of the strip cruises I was startled to hear my car suddenly blasting out
like a dirt track racer; the exhaust pipe had finally rusted free of the muffler. I didn't
have the money or time to put a new system on but I did find a solution. Pulling into a local Piggly Wiggly I searched the aisles looking for just the right item, which turned out
to be a big can of Hunts whole tomatoes. I cut the end out of the can, ate the tomatoes,
then cut a 1" hole in the other end. I could slide the can down the exhaust pipe, lift the
pipe up, then slide the can forward where it fit nice and snug over the round muffler.
Problem solved for at least a month. When the can burned through I just stop at another store for a quick snack of whole tomatoes and a muffler fix.
I kept that car for a year then traded it for a Volvo P544, which really was a much nicer
car. Still, I look back on that sweet little Spitfire with the fondest of memories. It was
a very cool car.
Wray

Let’s hear your story. Send it to Dave Rosato.
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SHUCK IT TO ME BABY!
By Diane Lambert
Mother Nature provided us with a brisk March evening, perfect for enjoying another
great Oyster Roast at Harry and Wanda Cramer’s house! With about a dozen Brit Beauties in the back yard (by special invitation) and another 20 in the front yard and along the
street, about 45 of us showed up for another evening of Oysters, Brit car and event talk,
kicking tires, and in general, an evening of laughter and camaraderie.
Although drinks weren’t flowing in the typical sense, we were definitely bellying up to the
bar – the oyster bar, the food bar and the dessert/coffee bar which were all overflowing
with anything you could possibly want on a chilly evening at a gathering of friends.
Although there weren’t long intervals between batches of oysters, it was interesting to
watch folks flock to the table as soon as the announcement was made that the oysters
were up! Once at the oyster bar, there wasn’t a lot of talking as folks were too busy
shucking the steaming oysters, adding a squeeze of lemon or a drop or two of hot sauce
and enjoying the oyster in all their briny glory! One can actually see the enjoyment on
folks faces which justifies the work of shucking those babies and the anticipation of
what’s inside so worthwhile!
Wanting to be sure that credit is given where due, I asked Wanda for a bit of info about
who was doing what so that we could all enjoy the evening, and she graciously provided
the following:
Our daughter Dee and sons Matthew and Josh were the main
helpers. Harry taught Matthew how to cook the oysters a few
years ago. That way Harry can mingle with his friends. Josh is
the hot dog cooker. The boys came over the week end before to
help with outside clean up and setting up tables the day of the
roast. Dee comes early to help me decorate tables. She also
helps things run smoothly. Rick helped keep our youngest grand
Emma out of trouble. Katie is here for an extra helper or as I
say a runner. Everyone pitches in for clean-up. I call it the
Cramer-Doniphan-Henn oyster roast event company. I tell them
what needs to be done (they are my legs). Of course Harry is
the boss.
So there you have it. I believe Harry and Wanda, along with daughter Diana and son Tommy in past years, and now the extended family, have been graciously hosting this event
for around 15 years! I’m sure one of the biggest differences that Harry and Wanda have
seen through years of guidance, is that they can now comfortably hand over the reins and
spend the evening visiting with friends. Congrats to Harry and Wanda and a huge thank
you to the Cramer-Doniphan-Henn Oyster Roast Event Company! Job well done and greatly appreciated as everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening!
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Our gracious hosts, Harry and Wanda Cramer

Plenty of delicious food!
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Happy Spring and Easter Y’all
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Go to
MyWordSearch.com/126282
to play online.
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Traditional British Mushy Peas
Ingredients
•

2 cups dried split green peas

•

1 tablespoon baking soda

•

Salt / white pepper

•

2 tablespoons unsalted
butter, at room temperature

Fish and chips, for serving

Directions
Put the split green peas in a large pot with the baking soda and enough water to
cover the peas four times over. Cover and allow to rehydrate in the fridge overnight.
Drain the peas in a colander and rinse with cold water to remove any lingering baking soda.
Return the peas to the pan and cover with cold water by 1/2-inch.
Add some salt, bring to a boil and then reduce the heat to a simmer. During the
simmering, discard any pea foam that forms on top using a slotted spoon. The peas
are done cooking once they just lose their bite, 30 to 40 minutes. Overcooking results in soup, which isn't what we're going for.

Remove from the heat, add the butter and white pepper and stir to fully incorporate. Taste and add more salt/pepper if required.
Serve immediately with fish and chips, or cool and store for up to 3 days.
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16 Simply Splendid Easter Traditions From Around Britain

1. Bottle kicking, Leicestershire.

Flickr: 16904102@N02 / Creative Commons

Every Easter for the last 200 years, the villagers of Hallaton and neighbouring Medbourne have
squared off across a field for the prize of a barrel (called a “bottle” here) of ale.
Each team kicks a bottle towards its village, hoping to cross the far stream before their rivals
and win all the booze for themselves. Apparently,
while the gouging of eyes is forbidden, practically every other dirty fighting trick is allowed, and broken bones are a regular occurrence.

2. The Nutter’s Dance, Lancashire.
youtube.com

The men of Bacup have been blacking up, pulling on skirts and strapping bells to
their legs since 1857. This odd parade is led by a whip-wielding man called the
“Whiffler” or “Whipper-In”, and takes place every Easter Saturday. Its purpose
is to drive out evil spirits - and the blackface is meant to protect the dancers
from demons.

3. Morris dancing, in villages nationwide.
youtube.com

The Morris Dance is a complex choreography involving white suits, belts and
sticks. The tradition has been practiced, mainly across England, since the 15th
century and, like the maypole festival, is meant to celebrate the coming of spring.

4. Egg jarping, North East England.
youtube.com

Egg jarping is the art of tapping one hard-boiled egg against another to see which
one survives intact. If you think you have what it takes to win, you should head
down to the egg jarping world championships in Peterlee, County Durham this
Easter Saturday.
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16 Simply Splendid Easter Traditions From Around Britain
.

5. Simnel cake, nationwide.

Flickr: akane86 / Creative Commons

Simnel is a light fruit cake decorated with 11 or 12 marzipan balls to represent
the 12 apostles, excluding Judas.
Christians in the UK and the Republic of Ireland have been serving Simnel cake on
the middle Sunday of Lent, when the fast is broken, since medieval times
(although it may have been around in another form since long before that).

6. Easter parades, nationwide.

In the UK, many children build
and decorate colourful paper bonnets at school before
Easter, then join a local parade through their town or village on Easter Monday to show them off. New clothes at
Easter are traditionally considered to be good luck.
Flickr: charlesfred / Creative Commons

7. Jack in the Green, nationwide.
youtube.com

The Jack in the Green is a foliage-covered man who leads a troupe of Morris
dancers through towns and villages on May day and at Easter. The tradition,
which exists across northern Europe in various forms, was considered “bawdy” in
Victorian times and died out, but has been revived in many towns in the last 40
years.
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16 Simply Splendid Easter Traditions From Around Britain
.

8. Egg rolling, Lancashire.
Flickr: tonyworrall / Creative Commons

Every 1 April, Preston Council holds its annual Easter
egg rolling race, where you roll your egg from the top
of a local hill to see whose reaches the bottom first.
The eggs rarely survive the journey intact, but - you
know what they say - nothing tastes like victory
feels.

9. Maundy Money, nationwide.
Flickr: britishmonarchy / Creative Commons

Every year, on the Thursday before Good Friday, the Queen hands out special
purses of coins to elderly people who have worked in their community.
Leaders of Christian countries have handed out Maundy money, and performed
other acts of public humility at Easter, since the fourth century. The Maundy
Service mirrors the tale of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet - monarchs offered
their subjects a foot bath and gifts of money and clothing well into the 15th century.

10. Pancake races, nationwide.

youtube.com

Pancake races, where participants run
while flipping cakes, are held in towns
across the UK on Shrove Tuesday (Mardi
Gras). Apparently the tradition originated
when a housewife from Olney in Buckinghamshire was so late for church that she
ran up the street while still carrying her
frying pan.

11. Maypole festivals, nationwide.
Flickr: aprillynn77
youtube.com

Maypole festivals are one of the most obvious
artifacts from our pagan heritage. At Easter
and midsummer, dancers celebrate spring, new
life and the turning of the seasons by wrapping
a wreathed pole in long ribbons.
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16 Simply Splendid Easter Traditions From Around Britain
.

12. Orange rolling, Bedfordshire
ladieswhat.co.uk

The residents of Dunstable have been
rolling oranges down the steep slopes of
Pascombe Pit every Good Friday for some
years now. Usually the activity is serenaded by a Punch and Judy show, Salvation
Army band and a gang of “pelters” who
throw fruit at the competitors.

13. Hare Pie Scramble, Leicestershire.
youtube.com

Another tradition from the villages of Hallaton and Medbourne that harks back
to the Easter gift of hare pie and beer.
It begins with the “Warrener” and his hare-topped staff leading a procession of
villagers carrying the hare pie and bread through Hallaton. The pie is then
blessed at the church and thrown among the crowd, which triggers a mass scramble for bits of pie. Again, injuries are common.

14. Planting Parsley, nationwide.
Flickr: drowsy_mary

According to ancient tradition, it’s considered
good luck for women to plant parsley on Good Friday. The folk belief that parsley travels to hell
and back seven times before germinating is said
to date back to Roman times. Another tradition
claims that a good bed of parsley predicts a family of daughters.
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16 Simply Splendid Easter Traditions From Around Britain

15. Hot Cross Buns, nationwide.
Flickr: 35543556@N00 / Creative Commons

Hot cross buns are spiced raisin buns
traditionally eaten toasted with butter on Good Friday.
In the 19th century, a London widow
hung a hot cross bun up for her sailor
son at Easter, but he died at sea without returning. The widow then hung a
bun up every year in his memory - the
house, which became The Widow’s Son
pub in Mile End, was known as the Bun
House.
The current landlords continue the widow’s tradition, and every Good Friday
members of the Royal Navy are invited to throw a bun into the net suspended
above the bar.

16. Kissing Friday, nationwide.
Flickr: hellie55 / Creative Commons

Until the 1940s, the Friday after Ash
Wednesday was known in parts of the UK
as “Kissing Friday”. On this day, schoolboys could demand a kiss from any girl
they wanted without fear of rebuke some boys even strung rope across the
road and girls had to levy a kiss as a toll.
And if she refused? The girl got pinched.
“Kissing Friday” was also celebrated it
Leicestershire - but here it was called
“Nippy Hug Day”, and adult men could demand kisses from women, and reward any
refusal with a pinched bum.
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BCCC Regalia
You are now able to order
BCCC regalia right from the
BCCC website.
We have:
Beautiful enamel on 14k gold
plated copper BCCC Lapel Pins for $3.00 each.
Circular pin measures 3/4” in diameter with
military clutch.
Also available: shirts with the BCCC logo
available either in stock or you may order.
Caps with the logo, as well as Visors and onesize fits all driving caps with the logo on the
back
BCCC logo front license plates are available,
as well as Key fobs and name badges.
You may contact Millie Horton for name badges or special regalia requests
843-367-7250 or
mbhorton@bellsouth.net

Welcome New Member

Page 14

Happy
Birthday
For

April
Michael Moody
Erik Calonius
Grace Clark
Ray White
John Holbrook
Heather Galvin
Russ Colosimo
Bill Dutour
Michael Roth
Les Phillips
Tom Horton
Jan Zorn
Marcy Hippy
Bob Lane

9th
12th
13th
13th
13th
17th
19th
23rd
23rd
24th
26th
26th
27th
28th

AND MANY MOOOOORE

Jay and Nina Heffernan
1969 Austin Healey Sprite MK iv
Erik Calonius
Looking for a car
We look forward to many

Happy miles together!

Glenn Surrette’s Bugeye all prepared
for the St, Patricks Day parade.

The Windscreen

Page 15

Check out the For
Sale/Wanted page on
the BCCC website
Just click on this link on the website

1978 MGB

1979 MG Midget

1959 MGA 1500 Coupe

1991 Jaguar XJS Classic V12

Parts Wanted
For 1969 Jaguar E-Type SII Coupe
BD20767 & BD20766 NDV hinge pillars
(Mine have rebrazed mounting plates that
continue to crack) BD38326 rear hatch
release latch cover & finisher chrome
trims (I have the hinge covers). C28516
interior rear view mirror & mounting stem.
BD19562 & BD19561 Windshield chrome
trim “doglegs”. I have a lot of E-Type
parts to sell, trade, or give away.
Contact Bill Unger:

Wm.c.unger@gmail.com
(843)527-7840

FOR SALE
MGB convertible top frame
Frame is from a 1975, but I believe it will
fit several years of MGBs
$150.000
Please contact Dennis Pieschke

dpieschke@hotmail.com

Distributor Wanted
I am in need of a Rebuildable, (not broken)
Lucas 45d4 Distributor for an MG
Please contact Jim Hendricks
jimhendrickaas@live.com

Please let Dave Rosato know if your items have been sold.

Jeff Nickles Lotus and Glenn Surrette
represent BCCC at the St. Patricks Day
parade.
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April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
Carolina1
British
Classics XI

2

3

4

5

6

7 BCCC Monthly8
Meeting

Steeplechase
of Charleston

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Elliot Reminton
Motorsport Classics & Concierge

Trident Technical
College Spring
Spin-Off Car
Show

You never know
what you will
see at Charleston Cars & Coffee in Mt Pleasant

